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Unlimited Power In Prayer 


. By Editor John R. Rice, 1935, while pastor in Dallas, Texas 


“Ask, and ye shallreceive, that your joy may be full.” — 


John 16:24. 


Since prayer changes things, it may change even the plan 
of God. Then the only limits would be the limits that are on 
God Himself. God cannot do wrong and so prayer would be 
limited to those things that could be according to the will of 
God. There are no limits to the things we have a right to pray 
for and can get by prayer, so long as God can be glorified in 
them. The limits about prayer are the limits of God. That is, 
within what is right, nothing is too great to get by prayer. 


How clearly the Bible pictures 
this fact. At Joshua’s command, 
the sun stood still in the heavens. 
Do not explain this away. If there 
is a God who could make the 
sun, He could make the sun stand 
still (Josh. 10:13). If there is a 
God who could give us a Bible, 
He could make it accurately and 
literally true. 

At Hezekiah’s request God caus- 
ed the sun to.move ten degrees 


backward on the sundial as evi- 


dence that God would give Heze- 
kiah fifteen years of added life 
(Isa. 38:8). If there is a God who 
made the solar system, He could 
run it all backward as well as for- 
ward and do it without any alarm- 
ing disturbance to the rest of the 
world. Prayer changed the course 
of the planets! 

When the same man Hezekiah 
prayed, the angel of the Lord mov- 
ed the Assyrian host and in one 
night smote and slew one hundred 
and eighty-five thousand (Isa. 37: 
36). What startling proof that 


there is no limit to the power that 
can be controlled by the prayer of 
faith! 


Elijah prayed and it rained not 
for the space of three years and 
six months. He prayed again, and 
the heaven gave rain and the 
earth brought forth its fruit, so 
we are told in the Word of God 
( I Kings 17:1, I Kings 18:42-45 
and Jas. 5:17 and 18). And praise 
God, we are told that Elijah was 
just a man of like passions as we 
are. If prayer can change the 
nature of the lions in Daniel’s den, 
and the nature of fire in the fiery 
furnace where the Hebrew chil- 
dren were cast, can slay an army, 
can stop the sun or reverse it, 
can control for indefinite periods 
the weather and all the forces of 
nature, then how great is the 
power of prayer! In the Bible men 
prayed and water stood up in a 
wall. Men prayed and food multi- 


blessed sermon on 


By Rev. Argos Zodhiates, M.A. 
Minister, Greek Evangelical Church, Katerini, 
Macedonia, Greece ee 


‘From far-off Greece comes this 


~The Story Of Two Seekers 


Acts in a World Drama 


which was lost.”’—Luke 19:10. 


of this sermon, as a kind of 


demption. 


As in all dramas, we have the 
actors and we also have several 
acts in the play. To be brief and 
to the point, shall we first cast a 
glimpse at the two protagonists, 
the two principal persons, and 
then attentively follow the two 
respective acts in which each of 
these protagonists played the chief 
role. 


I. The Two Protagonists, Two 
Leading Figures in the Story 


Their names are not revealed 
in the brief summary of our text. 
But they are respectively 
seribed as “the Son of man” and 
“that which was lost.” We shall 


(Continued on page 3) 


take them up in the reverse order. 


0 


M 


salir 


edicines 


by Rev. Arthur Pet rie. Th, D 


Director of Evening School 


Simpson Bible Institute, Seattle 7, Washington 


I have a strange, yet remarkable, text for you in this ser- 
mon. In a recent reading of Jeremiah, I saw some words that I 
had read many times before, but this time God called.my at- 
tention to them, and deeply impressed them upon my mind, 
and showed me their application to our times: hence this ser- 


mon. 


My text” is Jeremiah 30:13, 
“Thou hast no healing medicines.” 
What a sad plight a home would 
be in if it had no “medicine cab- 
inet’’—no healing medicines! What 
a condition a hospital would be in 
if it had no healing medicines! 
What a plight an army in battle 
would be in if it had no healing 
medicines! Sickness and disease 
and death would stalk everywhere 
unhindered! What  putrefaction 
would abound in every hamlet and 
village and city if a whole nation 
had no healing medicines! 


Now that is exactly the state 
of a nation as God saw it in the 
days of Jeremiah. He said to that 
nation, “Thy bruise is incurable, 
and thy wound is grievous. There 


4is none to plead thy cause, that 


thou mayest be bound up: thou 
hast no healing medicines” (Jer. 
30:12, 13). The nation was in the 


4 


by Isaiah: “The whole head is sick, 
and the whole heart faint. From 
the sole of the foot even unto the 
head there is no soundness in it; 
but wounds, and, bruises, and 
putrifying sores: they have not 
been closed, neither bound up, 
neither mollified with ointment” 
(Isa. 1:5, 6). 

But the nation had preachers 
and teachers who had remedies 
for the heart sickness of the 
people. But they were false 
preachers and false teachers. God 
said of them, “They have healed 
the hurt of the daughter of my 
people slightly, saying, Peace, 
peace; when there is no peace’ 
(Jer. 8:11). The people who took 
their medicines said, “We looked 
for peace, but no good came; and 
for a time of healing, and, behold, 
dismay!” (Jer. 14:19, A. S. V.). 
Actually, their preachers and 
teachers had nothing to soothe 
and mollify and heal the sick souls 
of the people, and God labelled 
their sermons, “No healing medi- 
cines.” It is as though He called 
their false preachers and false 


state of spiritual health described |. 


(Continued on page 7) 


(PREACHED AT THE GREEK EVANGELICAL CHURCH, KATERINI, MACE- 
DONIA, GREECE, SUNDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 9, 1952.) 


“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that 


These brief words were spoken by our Lord Himself in ( ie 
explanation for what He was doing and in defense of a man He| 
had just saved. But we shall read them today for the purposes 


story brief—a resume of the 


world’s oldest and greatest drama: man’s fall and God’s re- 


de- | 


1. “The Lost” 


It almost sounds like a name 
in our original Greek version— 
“apololos.” But it is not. What 
we have here is only a descriptive 
term of the drama’s hero, redemp- 
tion’s precious object laconically 
and plainly described. Such catch 
words and the accompanying in- 
cidents are often peculiar to 
Luke’s story of the Gospel. It is 
there mainly that Jesus is pre- 
sented as the Friend of outcasts 
and sinners. 


Occasion for the declaration of 
our text was given by the brief 
sketch of a man’s life, found in 
the nine verses that precede it. 
The man therein portrayed was, 
beyond the shade of a doubt, a 
born sinner, just like you and I. 
But, nevertheless, there was no- 
thing, I presume, in his early life 
to betoken his present tragic con- 
dition: a condition so recklessly 
sinful that the whole Jewish 
society discriminated against him 


as the chief of sinners—a fact 


Rev. Argos Zodhiates 


which leads me to make three 
relevant remarks. 

By the way, whenever I preach 
on Zacchaeus, I am very much 
tempted to be extremely brief and 
stick to just three points—like the 
dwarfy, short ministerial student 
who, fishing a lot out of the ime 
promptu speaking bag and finding 
the word “Zacchaeus”’ written on 
it;-ascended the pulpit, boldly 
faced the class and, announcing 
his subject, said, “Brethren, I shall 
speak to three points: Firstly, 
Zacchaeus was little of stature; 
so am I. Secondly, he climbed up 
into a high place; so have L[. 
Thirdly, he made haste and came 
down; and so will I!” 

That is indeed the whole story, 
But I am not concerned right now 
with the full length and breadth 


(Continued on page 4) 


WHAT A FEAST! 


Next Six Months’ Swords (September through 
February) to Be Rich with Prize Sermons. 
Send Sword, 26 Issues, Six Months to 
Five Homes for $5! 


By the Editor 


Please be patient! We had hoped 
to begin the tremendous series of 
prize sermons, for which we have 
just paid $1,750 in awards,’ be- 
ginning in this issue of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. However, we 
have decided that we ought to 
give time to allow SworpD readers 
to get these tremendous sermons 
into the homes of many of their 
friends. Thus we planned a great 
series of prize-winning sermons on 
Vital Public Issues to begin on 
September 10. 

Out of about 140 sermons re- 
ceived in the contest for sermons 
on Vital Public Issues, more than 
30 of these, including the prize- 
winning sermons and others good 
enough to compete, will be printed 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD week 
after week. The next six months, 
September, 1954 through February, 
1955, we will publish what we be- 
lieve is the greatest array of tre- 
mendous Bible sermons printed in 
this generation anywhere in the 
world! Wouldn’t you like to send 
these sermons to friends? Do you 
not know a preacher, or a teach- 
er, or some Christian threatened 
by false doctrine or heresy, or 
somie young Christian who may be 


misled into modernism, who might 


be blessed tremendously by some of 
these great sermons? 

All right, we will delay the 
series for a few weeks and give 
you a chance to get in your sub- 
scription for loved ones, friends 
and neighbors. You may send five 
or more subscriptions at the rate 
of $1 for six months. The regular 
price is $2.50 per year. This is a 
special introductory offer. We 
ought to have many thousands~ of 
people get acquainted with THE 
SworRD OF THE LorD in these 
next six months. Please do 
your part. Sit down today, 
if possible, write out names 
and addresses for five or 
more people who ought to receive 
these tremendous prize-winning 
sermons in the next six months. 
Send $1 for each one. Let us have 
them right away and we will get 
them on the subseription list to 
receive these sermons from the 
very first! 


Here They Are—Don’t 
Miss Them! 


I want to mention again the 
list of these sermons. l. “The 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Bible 


By the Late Ulortl-Wide Exangelist, 
‘ble School Guilder anck Bible’ Teacher’ 


Dr. R.A. TORREY 


— * 


How to Deal With 


Professed Skeptics 


and Infidels 


There are various classes of skeptics, and it is not wise to 
ise the same methods in dealing with all. 


{, Skeptics Who Are Mere 
Triflers 

A very large share of the skep- 
tics of our day belong to this class. 
Their professed skepticism is 
ouly an excuse for sin, and a salve 
fo. their own consciences. AS a 
@u'e it is not wise to spend much 
time .on an_= individual of this 
elass, but rather give him some- 
thing that will sting his conscience 
and arouse him out of his shal- 
lowness. A good passage for this 
purpose is I Corinthians 1:18: 

“For the preaching of the cross 
ts to THEM THAT PERISH 
FOOLISHNESS; but unto wus 
awiiich are saved it is the poier 
of God.” 

Very likely the skeptic will say, 


‘ort 


Tne Gospel and the whole Bible 


is all foolishness to me.” You can 
@epiv by saying, “Yes, that is 
exactly what God says.” “But,” 
the man will say, “you don’t 
understand me, the Gospel and the 
whole Bible is foolishness to me.” 
“Yes,” you can reply, “that is 


exactly what the Bible says.’ The 
mian’s curiosity will be piqued, and 
his mind opened by his curiosity 
to receive a word of truth, off his 
guard. Then have him read I Cor- 
gnthians 1:18. Then you can say, 
“You said that the Gospel was 
foolishness to you, and God Him- 
self says that ‘the preaching of 
the cross is to them that perish 
foolishness,’ and it is foolishness 
to you because you are perishing: 
‘but unto us which are saved it is 
the power.of. God.’’’ Oftentimes 
#t will be well to leave the man 
without another word of comment. 
Be careful not to laugh at him, 
and not to produce the impression 
that you are joking; but leave 
him with the thought that he is 
indeed perishing. 

Second Corinthians 4:3, 4 can be 
used in much the same way. Before 
the passage is read you can say 
to the man, “You are a skeptic 
because the Gospel is hidden to 
vou. but God Himself has told us 
in His Word to whom the Gospel 
is hidden, and why it is hidden 
to them.” Then let him read the 
passage: 

“But IF OUR GOSPEL BE 
HID, IT 78 .- HID .TO: THEM 
THAT ARE LOST: In whom the 
god of this world hath blinded the 
minds of them which believe not, 


lest the light of the glorious gos- 
pel of Christ, who is the image of 
God, should shine unto them.” 


When he has read it, you can 
say. “That verse explains to you 
the secret of your difficulty. The 
Gospel is hidden to you because 
you are lost, and the reason it is 
hidden is because the god of this 
world has blinded your mind, lest 
the light of the glorious Gospel 
of Christ, who is the image of 
God, should shine upon you.” I 
have also found I Corinthians 2: 
14 useful: 


“But the natural man receiveth 
the things of the Spirit of 
God: for they are foolishness unto 
him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned.” 

I have used it to show the man 
that it-was no more than was to 
be expected that the things of the 
Spirit of God would be foolishness 
unto him, because they were spirit- 


not 


ually discerned. 
I was dealing one night with a 
very bright student. He could 


hardly be called altogether a trif- 
ler, for he was a young man of a 
good deal of intellectual earnest- 


; Mess. 


He said to me, “This is all fool- 
ishness to me.” 

I replied by saying, “That is 
exactly what the Bible says.” He 
looked very much astonished, and 
protested that I did not under- 
stand him, that he had said it was 
all foolishness to him. 

“Yes,”’ I replied, “that is what 
the Bible says. Let me show it to 
you.” I opened my Bible to the 
passage and let him read. When 
he had read it, I said, “That ex- 
plains why it is foolishness to you; 
‘the natural man cannot receive 
the things of the Spirit of God, 


for they are foolishness unto 
him.’ ’ 

“Why,” he- said, “I never 
thought of that before.” The 


Spirit of God carried it home to 
his heart, and the man was lead 
to an honest acceptance of Christ. 

Second Thessalonians 1:7-9 can 
be used with good results with a 
trifling skeptic or agnostic. If the 
man says in an uppish way, “I 
am an agnostic,” you can say, 
“Well, God has told us a good deal 
about agnostics and their destiny; 
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let us see what He has said.” 


Then. have him read this’ passage: 


“And to you who are troubled 
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus 


‘shall be revealed from heaven with 
|his mighty angels, In flaming fire 
IT AKING VENGEANCE ON 


THEM THAT KNOW NOT GOD, 
and that obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ; Who shall 
be punished with everlasting des- 
truction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his 
power.” 

When it is read you can Say, 
“Now an agnostic is one that 
knows not God; and this verse 
tells us exactly what is the destiny 
of an agnostic and all those who 
know not God. This is God’s own 
declaration of their destiny.” 
Then have him read it again if he 
will, and if he will not, quote it 
to him. He may laugh at you, and 
if he does, the Word of God often 
sinks deeply into -the heart, even 
when it is treated with a sneer. 


Mark 16:16 has been found very 
useful, in dealing with trifling 
skeptics; when a man says to you 
that he is a skeptic or an infidel, 
it is well sometimes to say to 
him, “God has said some very 
plain words about infidels.’”’ Then 
give to him the passage: ‘He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned,” and say, “I 
simply want to leave that mes- 
sage of God with you,” and pass 
on. John 3:36 can be used in a 
Similar way. 

Sometimes it is well to say to 
the trifling skeptic, “I can tell 
you the origin of your skepticism, 
but I can do better, I-can tell you 
what God says of the origin of 
your skepticism.’ Then show him 
John 8:47: 

“He that is of God heareth God’s 
words: ye therefore hear them 
not, BECAUSE YE ARE NOT OF 
GOD.” 

Second Thessalonians 2:10-12 
can be used in extreme cases: 

“And with all deceivableness of 
unrighteousness in them that per- 
ish; BECAUSE THEY RECEIV- 
ED NOT THE LOVE OF THE 
TRUTH, that they might be saved: 
And for this cawse God shall send 
them strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie: THAT THEY 
ALL MIGHT BE DAMNED WHO 
BELIEVED NOT THE TRUTH, 
BUT HAD PLEASURE IN UN- 
RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 

You can say to the man, ‘There 
is a very interesting passage in 
the Bible regarding skeptics. It 
tells what is the origin of their 
skepticism and what is the out- 
come of it.” Then have him read 
the passage. When he has read it, 
say, ““Now what does this passage 
say about the origin of skepti- 
cism?”’ Show him it is “because 
they received not the love of the 
truth, that they might be saved.” 
“What is the result of their re- 
fusal to receive the truth?” “God 
shall give them over to strong 
delusion that they shall believe a 
lie.” “And what is the outcome 
of it all?” “That they all might 
be damned who believed not the 
truth, but had pleasure. in un- 
righteousness.”’ 

Psalm 14:1 is useful in some 
cases, though it needs to be used 
with discretion and kindness. Be- 
fore giving it to the man to read, 
you can say, “I do not wish to 
say anything unkind to you, but 
God Himself has said a very plain 
word about those who say there 
is no God; let me show it to you.” 
Then let him read: 

“The fool hath said in his heart, 
There is no God.’ 3 

When he has read it, say, “I 
am not saying that, but God has 
said it. Now it is a matter between 
you and God, but I would advise 
you not to forget what God has 
said.”’ Of course this applies es- 
pecially to one who is skeptical 
about, or denies the existence of 
God. 

In dealing with a skeptic who 
is a trifler, and in, fact with all 
skeptics, don’t argue, don’t get 
angry, be very gentle but very 
solemn, and very much in prayer, 
depending upon the Holy Spirit to 
give you words to say and to 
carry them home. 


II. An Earnest-minded Skeptic 


Many skeptics are not triflers. 
There are very many men and 
women in é6ur day who are really 
very desirous of knowing the 
truth, but who are in an utter 
maze of skepticism. There is no 
more interesting class of people 
to deal with than this, In begin- 


ning work with them, it is’ well 


to ask them the following pre- 


liminary questions; 


1. “What Can’t You Believe?” 


Get as full an answer as pos- 
sible to this question, for many 
a man thinks he is a sképtic when 
really he does believe the great 
fundamental truths. Furthermore, 
in finding out what a man does 
believe, no matter how little it is, 
you have a starting point to lead 
the man out to further faith. 


2. “Why Can’t You Believe?” 

This will oftentimes show the 
man how utterly without founda- 
tion are his grounds for unbelief. 


3. “Do You Live Up to What You 
Do Believe?” 

This will give you an opportun- 
ity to show a man that his trouble 
is not so much what he does not 
believe, as his failure to live up 
to what he does believe. Only the 
other night I was dealing with a 
man who told me that his trouble 
was that he could not believe, but 
we had not gotten far in the con- 
versation until it became clear to 
us that his trouble was not so 
much that he could not believe, 
but that he did not live up to 
what he did believe. 


4. “What Do You Believe?” 


A few important lines along 
which to carry out this inquiry 
are, “Do you believe that there 
is an absolute difference between 
right and wrong?” “Do you believe 
that there is a God?” “Do you be- 
lieve in prayer?” “Do.you believe 
any part of the Bible, if so what 
part?” 

Having asked the man_ these 
preliminary questions, proceed at 
once to show him how to believe. 
I have found no passage in the 
Bible equal to John 7:17 in deal- 
ing with an honest skeptic: 


“Tf any man WILL DO HIS 
WILL, he shall know of the doc- 
trine, whether it be of God, or 
whether I speak of myself.” 

It shows the way out of skepti- 
cism to faith, and-has been used 
of God to the salvation of count- 
less skeptics and infidels. You can 
say to the skeptic, “Now Jesus 
Christ makes a fair proposition. 
He does not ask you to believe 
without evidence, but He asks you 
to do a thing that your own con- 
science approves, and promises 
that if you do it, you will come 
out of skepticism into knowledge. 
What Jesus asks in this verse, is 
that you will to do -God’s will; 
that is, that you surrender your 
will to God. Will you do it?” 


When this point has been set- 
tled, next say to him, “Will you 
make an honest search to find 
out what the will of God is, that 
you may do it?’’ When this point 
has been settled, ask the man, 
“Do you believe that God answers 
prayer?” Very likely the skeptic 
will answer that he does _ not. 
You can say to him, “Well I know 
that He does, but of course I don’t 
expect you to accept my opinion, 
but here is a possible clue to 
knowledge. Now the method of 
modern science is to follow out 
any possible clue to see what 
there is in it. You have given me 
a promise to make an _ honest 
search to find the will of God, and 
here is a possible clue and if your 
promise was honest, you will fol- 
low it. Will you pray this prayer? 
‘O God, show me whether Jesus 
is thy Son or not; and if You show 
me that He is, I promise to ac- 
cept Him as my Saviour and con- 
fess Him as such before’ the 
world.’”’ It is well to have him 
make his promise. definite by 
putting it down in black and 
white. After this is done, show 
him still another step. Take him 
to John 20:31: 

“But these are written, that ye 
might believe that Jesus is_ the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that 


believing ye might have life 
through his name.” 
Here we-are told that’ the 


Gospel of John was written that 
we might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God. Tell 
him, “Now this Gospel is given 
for this purpose, to show that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God. Will you take this Gospel and 
read it, honestly and carefully?” 
Very likely he will say, “I have 
read it often before.” You can 
say, “I want you to read it in a 
new way. Will you read it this 
way? Read a few verses at a time, 
and each time before you read, 


will you ask God to give you light 


1.19; 3:32:. 3:34: 3:36; 


| 


on the passage that you are about 
to read, and promise ‘that if He 
does, you will follow as much as 
you see to be true. Now when you 
have read the Gospel through, 
come back to me and tell. me the 
result.” I would again carefully 
go over all the points as to what 
he was to do. It would be wel] 
also to ask him to especially no. 
tice the. following verses in the 
Gospel: 

1:32-34; 3:2; 3:3; 3:16; 3:18, 
4:10; 4:14: 


, , 


4:23; 4:34; 4:52, 53; 5:8, 9: 5: 
22-24; 5:28, 29; 5:40; 5:44: 6: 
8-14; 6:19; 6:27; 6:29; 6:35; 6: 
40; 6:66-68; 7:17; 7:37-39; 7:45, 
46; 8:12; 8:18; 8:21; 8:24: 8:31, 
32; 8:34; 8:36; 8:38; 8:42; 8:47: 
9:17; 9:24 29; 9:85-39; 30:9: 10: 
11; 10:27-29; 10:30; 11:25, 26; 
11:43-45; 12:26; 12:32; 12:35, 36: 
12:42, 43; 12:46; 12:48-50; 13:3; 
13213; 14:3; 14:6: 34s9> 34335. 
16; 14:21; 14:24: 14:2f= 15-5: 15: 
43 13:9-12;.. 15:18; « 195 35 223-26; 
16:3; 16:7-11; 16:13,,14; 16:24: 
bcos: 28202 2Cti2t SARS ae eee 
17:24; 17:25,.26; 18:37: 19:6: 19: 
7-8; 20:8; 20:13-19; 20:24, 25: 20: 
27-29; 20:31; 21:24. 

This method of. treatment, if it 
is honestly followed by the skeptic, 
will never °fail. 


If the skeptic does not believe 
even in the existence of God, you 
will have to begin one step further 
back. Ask him if he believes there 
is an absolute difference between 
right and wrong. If he says that 
he does not, which will be very 
rarely the case, it is just as well 
to tell him then and there that 
he is a mere trifler. If he says 


that he does, ask him if he will 


take his stand upon the right and 
follow it wherever it carries him. 
He will very likely try to put you 
off by saying, “What is right?” 
You can say to him that you do 
not ask him to take your concep- 
tion of right, but will he take 
his stand upon the right and fol- 
low it wherever it carries him, and 
make an honest attempt to find 
out what the right is. 

Next, say to him, “You do not 
know whether there is a God and 
whether He answers prayer or not. 
I know that there is a God and 
that He answers prayer; but I 
do not ask you to accept my 
opinion, but here is a_ possible 
clue to knowledge; will you fol- 
low it?” If he refuses, of course 
you will know at once that he 
is not an honest skeptic, and you 
can tell him so. If he is willing 
to try this clue have him offer 
this prayer, “O God, if there is 
any God, show me whether Jesus 
Christ- is Thy Son or not, and if 
You show me that He is, I promise 
to accept Him as my Saviour and 
confess Him as such before the 
world.” Then have him proceed by 
reading the Gospel of John, etc., 
as in the former case. 

If the man is not an honest 
skeptic, this course of treatment 
will reveal the fact, and you can 
tell him that the difficulty is 
not with his skepticism, but with 
his rebellious and wicked -heart. 
If a man says he does not know 
Whether there is an absolute dit- 
ference between right and wrong, 
you can set it down at once that 
he is bad, and turn to him and 
say frankly but kindly, ‘My friend, 
there is something wrong in your 
life. No man who is living a right 
life will doubt that there is an 
absolute difference between right 
and wrong. You probably know 
what the wrong is, and the trouble 
is not with your skepticism but 
with your sin. 

A man who was a thorough-go- 
ing agnostic once came to me and 


‘Stated his difficulties. The man 


had had a very remarkable ex- 
perience. He had dabbled in Uni- 
tarianism, Spiritualism, Buddhism, 
Theosophy, and pretty much every 
other ism extant. He was in a 
state of absolute agnosticism. He 
neither affirmed nor denied the 
existence of God. He told me that 
I could not help him, for his case 
was “very peculiar,” as indeed it 
was, but I had John 7:17 to build 
my hope upon, and the man seem- 
ed honest. I asked him if he be- 
lieved there was an absolute dif- 
ference between right and wrong, 
he said that he did. I asked him 
if he was willing to take his 
stand upon the right and follow it 
wherever it carried -him. He said 


that he was. I called out my 2 


stenographer and dictated a 
pledge somewhat as follows: 

“IT believe that there is an ab- 
solute “difference between right 


(Continued on page 9) 
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Page Three 


The Least of These 


If Jesus Were Sick or Hungry or in Jail 
or Naked—Would You Help Him? 


By Evangelist Bill Rice, Associate Editor 


“Phen shall the King say unto 
them on his right hand, Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the 
Ringdom prepared for you from the 
Foundation of the world: For I 
gvas an hungered, and ye gave me 
gneat: I was thirsty, and ye gave 
me drink: I was a stranger, and 
ye took me in: Naked, and ye 
clothed me: I was sick, and ye 
pisited me: I was in prison, and ye 
came unto me.”—Matt. 25:34-36. 

The Lord Jesus Christ will say 
this to “the righteous.”’ Perhaps in 
some amazement they will ask, 
**When have we fed you, Lord Je- 
sus? When’ were you in our jail 
and we visited you? When were 
you naked and we gave you some 
clothes, and when did we doctor 
you when you were sick?” 

Now notice Christ’s wonderful 
answer, “And the King shall an- 
swer and say unto them, Verily 
I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have 
done it. unto me.” (Matt. 25:40). 


Those in Need 


Jesus will say to the righteous, 
*When you helped others in my 
name, you helped me.’ 

Good neighbor, when you feed or 
clothe or doctor or comfort those 
who are in need—even the least of 
them—you have done something 
for Jesus Christ. And notice that 
Jesus said the “least.’”’ The world 
is always ready to give gifts to 
the great. It is ironical that many 
people are perfectly willing to give 
great gifts to those who do not 
need them! Many of the poorest 
people in England are glad to send 
gifts to Queen Elizabeth or Sir 
Winston Churchill. Here in Amer- 
jca, multiplied thousands of people 
send gifts to our President every 


‘year, although he ‘iis perfectly able 
to buy anything he needs for him- | 


self. That is the way of the world. 
The world honors the great of 
the world. But it is the way of 
Jesus to help the “least of these,” 
those who cannot help themsélves, 
those who are poor, who are sick, 
who are afflicted. 


Would You? 


Good neighbor, would you help 
Jesus if He were in your town 
sick? I believe you would. If Je- 
sus were in your town hungry, I 
believe you would feed Him. If 
He did not have clothes to wear, 
I believe you would gladly give 
him clothes from your own back. 
And I believe you would count it 
a rare privilege to be able to do 
S50. 

But. Jesus is not sick in your 


town. He isn’t in your jail. He is 


not at your door hungry or thirsty 
or naked. But there are some who 
do desperately need your help to- 
day. They need it urgently. They 
are those the world thinks of as 
“the least.” I am thinking of deaf 
children. So many of them hunger 
and thirst after salvation without 
even realizing it. Many of them 
are shut in by prison halls of 
Silence. Many of them are sick 
of heart and very lonely. 

They have never heard a mock- 
ing bird sing. They have not heard 


'a train whistle or the purr of a 


kitten or all the other sounds so 
dear to children. And they have 
never heard of the love of a 
Saviour who bears nail prints for 
them. These are some of “the 
least.”” They need someone to care, 
someone to help them to Christ, 
someone to dry their tears, and 
someone to share happiness with 
them. 


For Jesus, Will You Help? 


_ We have sent out some 400 
letters inviting deaf children to the 
Bill Rice Ranch this summer. We 
have not asked them to pay one 
penny, for many of them cannot. 
We have made long distance 
phone. calls asking others to 
come. And they are coming! 
bring- 
ing his little granddaughter. 
A man in Florida is bringing his 
son. From Kingsport, Tennessee, 
from Chattanooga, from Murfrees- 
boro, children are coming. We need 
your ha@lp to care for them for 
two’weeks. We need your help to 
have food to set before them. We 
need to help some of them buy bus 
ees. We need over $2,000 to 


pay for lumber alone that we have 
put up this summer to provide a 
tabernacle and cabins and other 
facilities. We need more beds. We 
desperately need your help, 


A Gift 

I know definitely that God has 
laid this burden on my heart. I 
cannot turn back. I am going 
ahead as though every one of you 
had already promised to help. I 
believe that many of you will. 
Please pray earnestly about it, for 
there are many deaf youngsters 
that we can reach in the days and 
in the years ahead, if you will 
stand by. 

Will you send me a gift for this 
work? In Jesus’ dear name, wil! 
you send an offering, even if it 
it is no more than a dollar? Every 
penny will be used in this Gospel 
work to help those who cannot 
help themselves, and I honestly 
believe it will be as though you had 
given the gift directly to Jesus. 
If you would like to send it for 
this work:in memory of my birth- 
day, August 25, when I will be 
42 years old, do that. How wonder- 
ful if you could send $42! Or just 
42 cents! 

send -your gifts for Cumber- 
wood to Evangelist Bill Rice, the 
Bill Rice Ranch, Murfreesboro, 
‘Tennessee. 


Congratulations, Y.¥. ¢. 


By Editor John R. Rice 


May 14, 1954 
Dr. Robert A. Cook 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Dr. Cook: 


My most heartfelt and joyful 
congratulations on the tenth anni- 
versary of Youth for Christ. My 
very great burden to see soul win- 
ning brought to its proper em- 
phasis in the churches, to see mass 
revival effort, to see plain preach- 
ing of the Gospel to convict of 
sin, and to attract and change and 
Save young people, has been won- 
derfully answered in the last ten 
years. And Youth for Christ has 
been most remarkably used of God 
for this purpose. The following 
things have deeply impressed me 
about Youth for Christ and its 
leaders: 

1. I have never known a. Youth 
for Christ leader but what was 
essentially sound in doctrine, true 
to the fundamentals of the faith. 
Not a taint or a whisper of mo- 
dernism or unfaithfulness to the 
Bible. That is truly remarkable. 

2. Youth for Christ workers and 
the Youth for Christ rallies have 
been consistently aimed at the 
winning of souls. If one reviews 
all the youth movements in the 
denominations, in the colleges, and 
in missionary groups in the past, 
he will see how remarkable it is 
that Youth for Christ has stayed 


true to the Bible and the Great 


Unlimited Power in Prayer 


(Continued from page 1) 


plied. Men prayed and death came 
to life. Men prayed and lepers 
were healed. Men prayed and 
hearts were changed... There is no 
limit to the power of the prayer 
that moves God. 


Prayer Power the Same in 
New Testament Times as 
in Old Testament Times 


In New Testament times the 
power of prayer was greater than 
the law of disease and healing, 
greater than the properties of mat- 
ter, greater than the power of 
devils. The saints prayed and iron 
doors unlocked themselves and 
opened and closed of their own 
accord so that Peter might go free 
(Acts 12:1-10). Peter prayed and 
the dead were. raised (Acts 9:36- 
43). 


‘The entire church of New Testa- 
ment Christians prayed for signs 
and wonders (miracles), and God 
answered by an immediate earth- 
quake and a succeeding train of 
marvels that shook Jerusalem and 
the nation of Jews (Acts 4:23-33 
and Acts 5:1-20). Prayer wrought 
miracles during the ministry of 
Jesus and after His ascension and 
then after Pentecost just the same. 


The Same Power Promised 
for Today 


Praise be to God, He never chang- 
es. God’s Word is a revelation of 
God and His Word shall endure 
forever. Christ is the revelation 
of God and He is described in 
Holy Writ as “Jesus Christ the 
same yesterday, and to day, and 
for ever.” The other proof of a 
personal God, that is, a_ per- 
sonal experience of 
prayer, is on the same basis. 
God still reveals Himself in 
personal, direct answer to pray- 
er. The modernists would have us 
believe that all these manifesta- 
tions of God are out of date in 
these great days. The Bible, un- 
believers say, Will not do for this 
fast age. Christ, according to the 
doubters, is not to be accepted 
as the incarnate God. In the same 
manner, unbelievers have tried to 
steal away man’s personal experi- 


ence of a God who directly an- 
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The Sword of the Lord H 


swers prayer. Even many of those 
who believe in the miracles of the 
Bible insist that miracles are- no 
longer possible. Even those who 
claim to believe that the Bible 
speaks with the authority of God, 
is God’s infallible revelation,/ and 
who claim to accept Christ as very 
God, often say that the day of 
miracles is past, that God does 
not now do things except accord- 
ing to nature, and so discourage 
the belief that God answers pray- 
er. Everywhere I go I find preach- 
ers who do not believe that God 
answers prayer for rain, do not 
believe God heals the sick, except 
by material means. Preachers 
teach the people to trust doctors 
instead of God, in sickness, to 
trust human energy and initiative 
instead of God about jobs and 
daily bread. God can use doctors, 
medicine, hospitals and nurses in 
time of sickness, but God can very 
well do without them. It is usually 
God’s will to use human means, 
God can bless human initiative and 
energy about jobs and daily bread, 
but God is not limited by our lim- 
ited powers. Dear brethren, put 
your faith in God. 


David addressed God, “O thou 
that hearest prayer’ (Psa. 65:2). 
That was the _ divinely-inspired 
title, and God’s titles do not 
change. In Old Testament times 
He was still the God who heard 
prayer. And every Christian to- 
day may call on God and from 
a heart of trust cry out, “O thou 
that hearest prayer, unto thee 
shall all flesh come.” 


New Testament Promise of 
Miracles in Answer to 
Prayer 

God is a God of miracles. Christ 
is a miraculous Christ, superna- 
turally foretold, supernaturally 
conceived, living a _ supernatural 
life, dying a supernatural death, 
raising supernaturally from. the 
grave, and ascended to the right 
hand of God, the supernatural, 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Commission in this matter. I most 
humbly and devoutly thank God! 


3. Youth for Christ has had the 
true Christian attitude of brother- 
hood for all born-again, Bible-be- 
lieving, soul-winning groups. We 
do not need church unions, the 
kind of union which compromises 
with wicked unbelief and world- 
liness and false doctrine. We do 
need, everywhere, a unity of heart 
among born-again believers who 
believe the Bible and 
win souls. Youth for 


this way, in my humble judgment. 


4. These qualities mentioned above 
in the Youth for Christ sentiment, 
program, and-leadership have led 
to great city-wide revivals and to 
the inspiration and calling out of 
many: evangelists including Billy 
Graham, Torrey Johnson, Jack 
Shuler, Merv Rosell, and many 
others. This contribution and many 


want to)! 
Christ has | 
had the most remarkable effect | 
of any agency in modern times in| 


others in the future may prove to 
be the greatest single contribution 
fhat any Christian organizatiote 
in a century has brought forth, 
May God grant it. 

5. The missionary vision of Youth 
for Christ, to stir up Christiens 
to win souls, on the mission fic!@» 
as well as at home and the large 
plans involved in the missionary 


program of Youth for Christ, has 


brought new life to missionary 
vision, enthusiasm, and_ activity. 
All of this is concerned with mis- 
sions, thank God. 

Youth for Christ leaders are hi 
There have 


]~ 
man. been human 
frailties as well as in other Chris- 
tian workers. But I think that 
everyone connected with Youth 
for Christ should feel a holy joy 
in the accomplishments of the 
ten years of the tremendous op- 
portunities opening ahead or 
'Youth for Christ. 

In Jesus’ name, yours, 
John R. Rice 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD is in- 
vestigated ond approved. 
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Many Christian schools and even 
many Christian churches have run 
subnormal spiritual temperatures 


so long that when one of 
them happens to get to run- 
ning a normal = spiritual tem- 
perature, some _ people. think 
the institution has such high 
temperature, it is “out of its 


head.”” Bob Jones University be- 
hieves that the normal thing for 


normal spiritual Christian young 


people is to be good witnesses for 
Christ and win people to Him. 
This does not mean that young 
people do not have a good time in 
a Christian way. We do not be- 
lieve there is any university cam- 
pus in the world where there is 
more real contentment and happi- 
hess than on Bob Jones Univer- 
sity campus. Our students live 
normal, happy, Christian lives. 
Every student: is required to take 
some physical training unless he 
has a certificate from the doctor 
saying he should not’take it. We 
tell our students over and over 
again that a real born-again Chris- 
tian young person should excel 
any ~Sinner if the Christian has 
the same ability and talent. 1 
quote below an interesting editorial 
which appeared recently in the 
Easley PROGRESS, Easley, South 
Carolina: 


WINNING SOULS INSTEAD OF 
GAMES 

It is the tendency of the aver- 
age citizen to measure a college, 
even a high school, by the no=- 
toriety achieved by its football 
team. Quite often the scholarly 
professors of the __ institution, 
thinking less of their scholarship 
than of their meal ticket, decide 
football and tall basketball play- 
ers are the essentials. However, 
some studying is being done in 
all educational institutions, and 
scholarship is tolerant of play as a 
necessary part of finance. It juz- 
zled Greenville when a campus of 
magnificant _ buildings suddenly 
appeared on the Spartanburg 
Highway. As one fine building ait- 
vr another was completed, the 
hushed-question was, “When are 
they going to build the stadium? 
Where is the football field?” And 
after ten years it isn’t there yet. 
What do they do there to pass 
the time? Well, here is part of 
the report of evangelistic work of 
Bob Jones University: Number of 
ministerial students matriculated, 
1,120. Number of denominations, 
84. During the past year the min- 
isterial students have held 32,993 
public services. As an example, in 
one community in South Carolina: 
An average of 31 workers taught 


classes each week; held 1,256 clas- 


ses in 55 different neighborhoods; 


spent 6,800 hours in the field 
ae school year. An average 


durin 
ministerial students did 


extension work every weekend in 
South Carolina and a number of 
other states. An average of 250 
young women did extension worl 
in Child Evangelism during every 
week of the school year. There 
are 47 regular jail services every 
week in South Carolina, There are 


9 regular jail services every weelt- --- 


in North Carolina. There is one 
regular jail service every week in- 
Georgia. At least 50 towns have 
street meetings every week: Ser- 
vices are held in many hospitals, 
orphanages, old folks homes, san= 
itarlums, state training schools 
and rescue missions. 

No, it’s not what generally 
passes for “college,” but no one 
can deny that the program caf. 
have tremendous influence, which 


after all is the purpose of schol- 


arship. 

We hope and pray that the 
testimony of Bob Jones University 
along the line of soul winning 
will stimulate other Christian ¢d- 
ucational institutions. It is so easy 
for churches and preachers an 
Christian schools to get away from 
the main business of all Christi ian 
institutions and all  individuat 
Christians, and that business 
winning the lost to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We are asking Christian 
people to pray that the evangelis- 
tic fires that have burned on Bob 
Jones University campus since the 
institution was founded twenty- 
eight years ago may be kept § purn- 
ing, We are also asking you Chris- 
tian people who believe in the 
type of emphasis that Bob Joncs 
University is giving to co-operate 
with us by making financial con- 
tributions to the school. We needa 
more money for the Student Loan 


Endowment Fund, and we necd 
money for future buildings an® 
money for a good many other 
purposes. 


Remember, we are asking you 
faithful Christian people to help 
us select~the right kind of sttr 
dents. We, of course, have always 
checked our applicants for ad- 
missions as carefully as possible: 
but if you know some young people 
who can be trained for real Chris- 
tian leadership who are interestceé 
in. attending a Christian institu- 
tion, you might direct that young 
person to Bob Jones University 
and recommend the person +6 us. 
If you know someone who js in- 


}terested in coming here.that yous 


feel is not the type of student. 
that institutions like Bob Jones — 
University should enroll, you can 
help us by telling the truth about 
such a student. Any help you can 
give us will be appreciated, Thank 
you and God bless you. 

BOB JONES, FOUNDER 

BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 

GREENVILLE, S. C. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Evangelist JACK YOST is a 
successful soul winner. His evange- 
listic efforts have borne fruit 
wherever he has preached. Previ- 
ous to entering the evangelistic 
field full time, Jack served as 
production manager of Unusual 
Films, .at Bob Jones University, 
the largest and _ best-equipped 
Christian motion picture studio 
in the world. 

As an evangelist, ~Jack’s spir- 
itual dramatic training at Bob 
Jones University gives an added 
ease to his pulpit ministry. His 


gospel messages are saturated 
with Scripture. 
Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., President 


of Bob Jones University, Green- 
ville, South Carolina, says “Jack 
Yost is a gifted preacher with a 
fervent spirit and a real gospel 
message. He 
in his loyalty to the Word of God, 


sane in his approach, and reason- po a 


able in the positions which he 
takes.” 

In the column, “With the Evan- 
gelists,’” we have carried reports 
of several of his campaigns since 
he entered the evangelistic field. 
Always souls were saved and bless- 
ed results accomplished for God. 
Recently he was one week with 
the Coppock Christian Church of 
Coppock, Iowa. The pastor, Rev. 
Clarence Anderson, writes that 
eight people were saved, and that 
his church members were drawn 
closer to the Lord as a result of 
this revival. 

Brother Yost’s itinerary is as 
follows: (Booked through Septem- 
ber 1) 

September 
Pennsylvania 


12-26 at Berwick, 


Pony oan 


is uncompromising | 348. 


Evangelist Jack Yost 


October 3-10 at Jonestown, 
Pennsylvania 
October 17-24 at Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania 


October 31-November 7 at 
Bridgeton, New Jersey 

December 25-January 1, at Ber- 
wick, Pennsylvania 

He is free at the times not men- 
tioned above. 

If you wish a soul-winning cru- 
sade in your church, you might 
consider writing to Evangelist 
Jack Yost, R. 2, Berwick, Penn- 
sylvania. We believe his ministry 
will be blessed of God wherever 
God leads him to go. 


mane — THE END — 


The Story of 


(Continued from page 1) 
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of Zacchaeus’ story. I rather want 
to follow him for a moment on 
his downward path, in the earnest 
hope that my remarks may serve 
to arrest the slippery step of these 
dear young people who throng our 
gallery this morning. A word of 
warning, however, is necessary be- 
fore I embark on these three 
statements of truth. Any one of 
these statements taken by itself, 
and independently of the other 
two, would be very misleading. All 
three are needed to make up the 
picture I want you to see in a 
moment. 

(1) The very first thing you 
are asked to consider is this: no 
one is ever. born actually lost. The 
prodigal was not born in the far 
country. He went there by his own 
choice. Don’t you ever tell me that 
your parents, or God, or the Devil 
are to blame for your present 
plight. You are what you are be- 
cause you have so chosen. 

Our present protagonist’s par- 
ents never discerned any real 
anomaly that betrayed their son’s 
later renegade condition. Far from 
Suspecting any such tragedy, the 
hearts of these dear parents yon- 
der in Jericho were full of hope, 
the hope cherished by any parent 
that the son of his bosom will some 
day turn out to be an honest and 
true man—a great man, an hon- 
ored and respected citizen, per- 
haps, who knows, a national hero 
—a Joseph, another Moses, a 
Joshua. Yet, how often these pa- 
rental hopes are frustrated—the 
happy dreams of early days sadly 
reversed. 


“When I received this volume 
small,” 

wrote Hartley Coleridge, an Eng- 

lish poet of a past generation, on 

the fly-leaf of his Bible, 


“My years were barely seven- 
teen, 

When it was hoped I should be all 

Which once, alas! I might have 
been. 


“And now my years are twenty- 
five, 

And every mother hopes her 
lamb, 

And every happy child alive, 
May never be what now I am.” 
Thus it was with our protagon- 

ist’s parents. They rightly cher- 

ished the highest hopes for their 
son. And when naming day. ar- 


rived, they called him Zacchaeus, 


Two Seekers 


meaning “just” and “pure.” What 
a tragic irony! The man who has 
most deservingly won the notoriety 
of being the vilest sinner in Jer- 
icho, this little wretch of a rene- 
gade who has become chief among 
the publicans, this unrighteous 
man whose heart is black with 
untold barbarities and injustices, 
signs a name that bears witness 
to what his frustrated parents had 
meant him to be. 


(2) And this thought leads me 
most naturally on to my second 
statement, needed to correct and 
to qualify what I have just said. 
Namely, although none of us is 
ever born actually lost, neverthe- 
less, we are all born with the 
sperms of perdition evident with- 
im us. That is what David meant 
when he confessed, ‘‘Behold, I was 
shapen in iniquity; and in sin did 
my mother conceive me.” And 
wasn’t this exactly the same truth 
that Paul wanted to emphasize 
when he wrote, ‘‘Wherefore, as by 
one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned’? 


In Matthew, the words of our 
text are placed in quite a different 
context than that of the nine- 
teenth chapter of Luke. There, 
the circumstances under. which 
our Lord has_ spoken these 
words vary considerably. Jesus has 
taken a little child and placed it 
in the midst of the disciples. He 
points to it as the exact pattern 
to be followed by those who would 
enter the kingdom of Heaven. He 


warns them against  despising 
“one of these little ones,” on the 
ground that “...in heaven their 


angels do always behold the face 
of my Father which is in heaven’”’ 
(Matt. 18:10). Then Jesus quietly 
explains in the verse which im- 
mediately follows, “For the Son 
of man is come to save the lost” 
(Matt. 18:11, Greek). Is this not 
more than a clear indication that 
even little children are soon lost 
and need to be saved? 


Keep a proud but watchful eye 
on that wee little child of yours, 
mother! Don’t be deceived by out- 
ward appearances as you sit there 
and watch it happily and inno- 
cently playing around your apron 
strings. Remember that there is 
more than one truth hidden in 
the consistent Biblical parallelism 


between your child and the shep- 


All The Way 


From Greece 


We ‘publish this week a fine sermon on “The Story of Two 
Seekers,” by Argos Zodhiates. All will be interested in this letter 
from our brother which came during the Sword Evangelistic Sermon 
Contest which closed December 1, 1952: R 


November 28th, 1952 


EVANGELISTIC SERMON CONTEST 


Sword of the Lord, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 
Dear Brethren: 


I have hesitated somewhat to submit the enclosed sermon to 


your Contest because your announcement 


in the SWORD does 


not make it clear whether readers outside North America are 
invited to participate in this Contest. In any case, I am submitting 


it for your consideration. 


I have been the Minister of my present congregation, the 
GREEK EVANGELICAL CHURCH at KATERINI, MACEDONIA, 
GREECE since August 1946. Previous to that date, I had been 
ministering in Cairo, Egypt and in the island of Cyprus, the latter 
being my birthplace. I was born September 13, 1916..I was converted 
at the age of 13 in Egypt, joined the Church of the Covenanters 
in Cyprus, and later, in 1939, was ordained to the Christian Min- 
istry by the same Church. During my ministry in Cyprus I was 
a regular contributer to the Sunday feature in “EMBROS,” the 
island’s leading Daily and also edited for many years a monthly 
magazine under the name of “O EVANGELIKOS KOSMOS” (THE 


EVANGELICAL WORLD). 


My present congregation has a constituency of two thousand 
souls. Our present church auditorium seats 1600 (sixteen hundred). 
The enclosed sermon was preached on Sunday morning, November 


9th, in the course of my regular 


preaching ministry. As usual the 


church was full, with an overflow of hundreds of youngsters who 
could not be accommodated in the church and had to go elsewhere for 
a junior service. My preaching naturally is in Greek and I have 
done my best in translating this one sermon into English especially 
for THE SWORD OF THE LORD Evangelistic Sermon Contest. The 
sermon has never been published either in Greek or in English, 


| and you may make any use of it you desire. 


I am finding your Magazine very profitable. Please convey 
my thanks to the good brother or brethren paying for my sub- 


scription. Any other books out 
will be gratefully accepted. 


of your Missionary Book Fund 


With warm greetings in the precious Name of Christ our Lord, 


Yours very sincerely, 
ARGOS ZODHIATES. 


Friday, August 6, 1954 gh 
Even at that, however, Zac- 
chaeus.: could have remained an 
honest publican had he been con- : 
tent with a fair income—his legal glo 
commission. But the temptation sup 
to become rich proved too strong pen 
for the little man of Jericho. He Me 
finally throws shame and con- Wwol 
science, with all its scruples, to Bib 
the winds, only to reach, eventual. boo 
ly, the very last step on the lad- Goc 
der which leads to perdition. He pas 
becomes chief among. the publi- boo 
cans, ‘“‘and he.is rich.” Of all men, al ¢ 
he, certainly, is lost! And if there the 
was hope for one of his_ kind, at 
there must be hope for you today. sic 
Come now, dear soul, and let us cha 
look together at this other of our bor 
two protagonists—the One who of 
speaks of Himself as... The 
Gor 
2. “The Son of Man.” sup 


As in the previous case, this is . 
not a name but simply a descrip- ! 


tion. We have here the Saviour S 
of men duly described. And with the 

these words as my text, I would pra 

point out two facts about this ans 

Saviour: | the 

(1) His Deity. ; Got 
What point could there be in a as 

mere man describing himself as ver 

Jesus does here? Unless it is God ver 

Almighty speaking, could there be nat 
any sense in this term of condes- His 
(Continued on page 11) car 
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herd’s little lamb that knows his 
voice and obediently follows his 
lead. The soft white wool on its 
back is certainly symbolical of the 
lamb’s meek, quiet, innocent ways. 
But a real shepherd cannot be 
fooled with these. He knows only 
too well that a sheep carries with 
it the very sperms of perdition 
—that there is nothing more nat- 
ural for it than to miss the way 
and get lost. 


The little shepherd boy, whose 
subtracting ability the new school- 
master questioned, was not too 
good at solving arithmetic prob- 
lems, but certainly knew more 
about sheep than his teacher did. 
Questioned in class as to how 
many ‘out of a group of twenty 
sheep were left behind after one 
of them had jumped over the 
fence and run away, the little 
fellow said, quite unblushingly: 
“None, Sir!” And when the in- 
furiated teacher threatened with 
as many floggings as, in his opin- 
ion, sheep should have been left 
behind, the young shepherd boldly 
asked permission to explain. “Sir,” 
he said, “I know sheep. I have 
lived with them all my life. And 
I am telling you that if any one 


of the twenty sheep jumped over}: 


the fence and ran away, the rest 


would certainly follow!” He could . 
just as well have quoted the pro- | : 


phet who had said, long before, 


“All we like sheep have gone = 


astray; we have turned every one 
to his own way,” or the psalmist 
who sang, “I.have gone astray 
like a lost sheep.” 


(3) Now note a third detail in 
connection with Zacchaeus’ present 
plight: We do not as a rule get 
lost on the spur of the moment, all 
at once, abruptly, suddenly. There 
is a gradual falling into sin. Long 
before the prodigal gathered to- 
gether all he had and went into 
the far country, he had in fact, 
started on his preearious journey. 
And who of us will deny that his 
elder brother, who had never 
actually left his father’s house, 


was really a lost man—more SO 


perhaps than his father’s younger, 
wayward son? 


But let us go back to our pro- 
tagonist. When we saw him last, 
he was still a mere child, the pride 
of his mother—a pupil at Jericho’s 
rabbinical school. The very first 
occasion Zacchaeus’ parents had 
had to suspect that there was any- 
thing wrong with the boy was 
when he refused to do what all 
Jewish lads have always done: 
learn a manual 
Zacchaeus prefers’ to keep his 
hands clean. He convinces him- 


self and those responsible for him 
that letters is his exclusive field. 
He majors in bookkeeping. 

And when the moment arrives 
for him to choose a vocation, he 
follows the path of least resist- 
ance! He picks up a job which will 
yield him the greatest profit for 


the least labor. And thus he be-j} 
comes Rome’s agent for gathering | 


taxes. He volunteers to help a 
foreign conquerer prey upon his 


own conquered nation. Zacchaeus |} 


establishes his toll booth and be- 
comes a publican. 

“What is a toll booth?” asks 
John Chrysostom. “It is,” answers 
the golden-mouthed preacher of 
Constantinople, “nothing short of 
legal plunder, bold robbery, in- 
justice, having the law for its ac- 
complice.” “What is a toll booth?” 
the preacher asks again.” “It is,” 
he continues, “sinful impudence, 
a rapacity which seeks no justi- 
fication, something worse than 
robbery. The brigand feels some 
shame, but the publican snatches 
(another man’s property) shame- 
lessly and publicly.” 


(Continued top next column) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Five 


Unlimited Power i in Prayer 


(Continued from page 3) 


‘glorified Christ. The Bible is a 


supernatural book. Men moved the 
pen, but men did not write it. 
Men spoke the words, but the 
words are not men's words. The 
Bible is a supernatural book, the 
book of God, the living Word, 
God’s revelation which shall never 
pass away. It is a supernatural 
book, the message of a supernatur- 
al God. Likéwise, the revelation of 
the New Testament is a super- 
atural revelation. Christians are 

ple who have a supernatural 
change: of heart, those actually 
born of God. Do not be afraid 
of the supernatural in religion. 
The God who hears prayer is the 
God of miracles, the God of the 


_ supernatural. 


You need not be surprised, then, 
tto ‘find promise after promisé in 
the New Testament, as well as 
the Old, that God will answer the 
prayer of faith even though the 
answer must enter the realm of 
the supernatural and miraculous. 
God can do the unusual as well 
as the usual. Every genuine con- 
version is a supernatural inter- 
vention contrary to the laws of 
nature. God is still the Master of 
His creation, and the prayer that 
can move God is not limited by 
natural laws. 


When Jesus took Peter, James 
and John up into a high mountain 
and was transfigured before them, 
they then returned to the valley 
ahd found that a lunatic boy had 
been brought by his father to the 
disciples, and the disciples had 
been unable to heal him. Jesus 
Realed the son and then gave to 
the disciples. the explanation of 


., their failure and to all of us an 


eternal promise. Read it in Mat- 
thew 17:19-21. 

_ “Then came the disciples to 
Jesus apart, and said, Why could 


pot we cast him out? And Jesus 


.. limited . application, 
~ these weak disciples that the pray- 
> er of faith would give power to 
~. diterally move a mountain. It is 
significant that Jesus said, 

~~ mountain,” 
& which they stood, where He had 
‘been transfigured. He meant a 
literal mountain and promised a 


* but by prayer and fasting.” 
* nest, continual, 


said unto them, Because of your 
unbelief: for verily I say unto 


. you, If ye have faith as’a grain 
. Of mustard seed, 


ye shall say 
‘unto this mountain, Remove hence 


- to yonder place; and it shall re- 
5 «= move; and nothing shall. be im- 
=. possible unto you. Howbeit this 


goeth not out but ini hk 


-» and fasting.” 


Here the reason for unanswer- 


ae fed prayer is plainly given as unbe- 
» lief. Then lest the disciples should 


think that this rule had only a 
Jesus tells 


“This 
the mountain beside 


physical miracle to those who had 
faith as a grain of mustard seed! 
‘Do not explain away the plain 
promise of the Saviour. And then, 
lest people should think that this 
were an isolated case, He said, 


» “And nothing shall be impossible 


unto you.” Jesus, in Matthew 17: 
20, expressly states that there is 
no limit to the things God will do 
in answer to the prayer of faith. 

Surely many of our failures to 
have our prayers answered are 


. explained by the following verse, 


“Howbeit this kind goeth not out 
Har- 
unceasing prayer 


has limitless power. 


Miraculous Answers to Prayer 
Promised to ““Whosoever” 


The Saviour knew that some 
would believe these marvelous an- 
swers to prayer were promised on- 
ly in the apostolic age. Always 
men are tempted to explain away 
the--supernatural in religion and 
to explain away the promise of 
God. So Jesus gave the same prom- 
ise again in even more explicit 


and universal language. In Mark 


11:22-24 we are told: 
“And Jesus answering saith un- 


.to them, Have faith in God. For 


verily I say unto you, That whoso- 
ever shall say unto this mountain, 
Be thou removed, and be thou 
cast into the sea; and shall not 
doubt in his heart, but shall .be- 
lieve that those things which he 
saith shall come to pass; he shall 


_have whatsoever he saith. There- 


fore I say unto you, What things 
soever ye desire, when ye pray, be- 
lieve that ye receive them, and ye 
shall have them.” 

The scope of this promise is in- 
finite. It. is addressed to ‘“‘whoso- 


vver shall say. . . and believe.” 
That certainly does not mean just 
the apostles nor just those who 
lived during the apostolic age. If 
John 3:16 is the plan of salvation 
for “whosoever,” then here is the 
plan of prayer for “whosoever.” 
Jesus did not limit the one any 
more than the other. John 3:16 
gives the plan of salvation good in 
every age. Mark 11:23, 24, gives 
a promise of unlimited answers to 
prayer in every age. 

This promise is for ‘““whosoever’’ 
but just as remarkable is the fact 
that it is a promise for ‘what 
things soever ye desire.” There is 
no limit to the person, so there 
is no limit as to what -you may 
get except the single condition of 
faith. Whosoever has faith for 
what -he asks may endorse the 
check and he may fill it out for 
any amount God-given faith dic- 
tates. I challenge anybody to say 
that this promise is not good for 
New Testament Christians, 1953 
Christians as well as for those of 
any other age. 


I admit that I do not see moun- 
tains moved and cast into the 
sea, and for that matter, do not 
know that any of the twelve 
apostles ever saw it either. But 
Jesus explained that it was clear- 
ly possible in answer to the prayer 
of faith. If God gives the faith, 
then God will give the answer. 
If we need the mountain moved, 
we have a right to ask God for 
faith, and then ask Him to move 
the mountain. God does. not put 
a limit on the kind of prayer we 
may have answered if we ask in 
faith. 


“These Signs Shall Follow 
Them That Believe” 


Some scholars do not believe 
that the last of the 16th chapter 
of Mark was inspired of God. But 
a careful reading will show that 
it does not teach any doctrine 
not taught elsewhere in the Bible. 
Mark 16:17,18, has been particu- 
larly misunderstood, but really the 
promise given here is exactly the 
same as the promise we have re- 


ferred to in Matthew 17:20 and 


Mark 11:22-24, 


“And these signs shall follow 
them that believe; In my name 
shall they cast out devils; they 
shall speak with new tongues; 
they shall take up serpents; and 
if they drink any deadly thing, it 
shall not hurt them; they shall 
lay hands on the sick, and they 
shall recover.” 


These verses do not say that 
these signs or miracles shall fol- 
low all who are saved. Evidently 
these shall follow those who have 
faith for these signs. One who be- 
lieves for salvation gets salvation. 
One who has faith for a particular 
prayer gets that prayer answered, 
though in other matters he may 
not receive the answer because of 
unbelief. It never was true that 
these signs followed all who were 
saved. Casting out devils, talking 
with new languages as at Pente- 
cost, drinking poison without hurt, 
and healing the sick—these are 
unusual miracles, unusual even 
among the apostles and very, very 
rare among other Christians of 
the apostolic age. These signs fol- 
lowed only those who had faith 
for these signs and only when 
they had faith. But, thank God, 
the same promise is given to us 
as to them. The prayer of faith 
has no limit set upon it in the 
Word of God. We need not pray 
for things contrary to the will 
of God, things that would dis- 
honor Cod. In such cases, we 
would not expect God to give the 
faith that would bring the answer. 
But if God gives faith, then the 
answer will follow every time. 
Thus we are told again and again 
in the Word of God. 


“If Ye Shall Ask Anything in 
My Name, I Will Do It” 


In John 14:13,14, we are given 
another marvelous promise of 
prayer. There Jesus said: 

“And whatsoever ye shall ask 
in my name, that will I do, that 
the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. If ye shall ask any thing in 
my name, I will do it.” 

Here again the promise is un- 
limited. If you can ask for a 
mountain to be removed, for the 
sick to be healed, for the seem- 
ingly impossible thing to be done, 

(Continued on page 7) 


—oe 


(Continued from page 1) 


Twentieth Century Issue Facing 
Twentieth Century Christians!” by 
Evangelist Robert L. Sumner, as- 
sistant to the editor of THe Sworp 
OF THE ‘LorRD, Wheaton, Illinois. 

2. “False Prophets—Real or 
Imaginary,” by Dr. Robert J. 
Wells, Wheaton, Illinois. 

3. “The Big Lie,” a tremendous 
message on communism, by «Dr° 
V. Raymond Edman, president. of 
Wheaton College, vetianton, Hli- 
nois. 


4. “Modernism or the Biblo— 


Which?” by Evangelist John Lin- 


ton of Windsor, Canada. 

2. “The Tragic Story of Sin,” by 
Evangelist E. J. Daniels, Orlando, 
Florida. 

6. “If the Foundations Be De- 
stroyed,” by Evangelist Robert L. 
Sumner, Wheaton. 7 

7. “Escape From the Truth,” a 
remarkably well documented ser- 
mon .on false cults, by Rev. Her- 
bert V. Caneday, of Religious Anal- 
ysis Service, Inc., Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. 

8 “What Is a Jehovah's Wit- 
ness?” by Dr. John S. Wimbish, 
pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, 
New York City. 

9. “The Battle of the Bottle,” 
a powerful sermon on liquor, by 
Evangelist Jack Shuler, Arcadia, 
California. 

10. “‘Seience and the Bible,” an 
easy-reading, heart-warming ser- 


mon by the Christian physician, 
Dr. Walter L. Wilson, of Kansas 
City. 


11. “Is the Bible the Word of 


God?”’ by Dr. Merrill C. Tenney, 
dean of the _ graduate school, 


Wheaton College. 

12. “ICHABOD—the Glory Is 
Departed,” tells how the glory of 
New Testament Christianity has 


departed from the Roman Catho- | 
lic Church, by Missionary Thomas | 


E. Fountain, Mexico. 


13. “Jonah and the Whale,” a 
thrilling and factual story, show- 
ing the actual incidents and 
scientific facts that a whale not 
only could swallow Jonah but that 
whales have swallowed a good 
many larger things and that some 
men have later lived to tell the 


tale as did Jonah, by Dr. Arthur | 


Petrie of Seattle, Washington. 


14. ‘“‘What’s Wrong With the. .?” 
a clear, moving sermon that will 
certainly help young people and 
many others to see the wrong in 
worldly life, by Evangelist Eddie 
Martin of Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 

15. “The Foundation of Our 
Faith,” a strong message on the 
verbal inspiration and absolute re- 
liability of the Bible, by the dis- 
tinguished president of Wheaton 
College, Dr. V. Raymond Edman. 

16. “God Wrote It,” another 
sermon on the Bible, by Dr. Ar- 
thur. Petrie. 

All of us who have read these 
sermons have been greatly im- 
pressed with the tremendous 
strength of these messages. 


Other Great Sermons Coming 


I have before me about 18 other 
sermons submitted in this contest, 
most of them by famous preach- 
ers, Which were strong competi- 
tors for the prizes given. These 
sermons will also be published in 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD, ‘God will- 


ing. Authors include Dr. Walter 
L. Wilson of Kansas City; 
Dr. Oswald J. Smith of Tor- 


onto; -Dr. ©. E. Sanden of 
Northwestern Schools, Minneapo- 
lis; Dr. John S. Wimbish of 
Calvary Baptist Church; New York 
City; Dr. Tom Malone of Pontiac, 
Michigan; Dr. Vance Havner; Dr. 
Monroe Parker; Dr. Hyman Ap- 
pelman; Dr. Mark G. Cambron of 
Tennessee Temple Schools, Chat- 
tanooga; and others. 

Along with these prize-winning 
sermons we will publish other 
great sermons including some by 
Dr. W. A. Criswell of First Bap- 
tist Church, Dallas; Dr. Lee Ro- 
berson of Highland Park Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga; a wonder- 
ful series of character studies and 
sermons by that mighty evangelist 
of the past, D. L. Moody; some 
sermons by Dr. George W. Truett; 
by R. A. Torrey; J. Wilbur Chap- 
man; William Biederwolf; Charles 


|H. Spurgeon; and many others. 


This editor’s sermons will be run 
regularly in THE SWORD OF THE 
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Christian 


Training 


Can I Afford to Go to Bible School, Christian College, or 
Seminary? Testimonies Telling How God Provided 
Funds to Attend Christian Schools. 


By Rev. Walter E. Handford, Vice-President, 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 


“But my God shall supply all your need according to his 


riches in glory by Christ Jesus.’ 


’— Phil. 4:19. 


“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteous- 


mess; and all these things shall be added unto you.’ 


6:33. 


’— Matt. 


“Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly 


above all that we ask or think. .. 


The reason given most frequent- 
ly for not going to college is, 
“TI can’t afford it.” It may be that 
God is calling you to go to school 
but you feel that you are just 
not financially able to go. You 
may have wondered if God could 
supply your needs. Possibly you 
have a family and have not known 
whether God could supply the mon- 
ey to take care of your family 
and you while in school. 


One of the most wonderful ex- 
periences of my life and the one 
that increased my faith the most 
was working my way through 
school and watching God supply 
my needed finances. Following 
graduation from high school I 
worked three years in defense in- 
dustry. In January of the last 
year I felt definitely called of 
God to go into the ministry. I 
knew that I must get college train- 
ing, so I sent in my registration 
to Wheaton College. I did not have 
very long to work and save for my 
schooling, so I had to go a good 
way on faith alone. 

It was a thrilling thing to watch 
God multiply the small amount 
I had in the bank and make it 
adequate to meet all of my fi- 
nancial needs through four years 
of college. I had to work hard 
but I feel that I received more out 
of college training than some 
young folks who did not have to 
work their way through. For at 
least two years of the time I 
worked between twenty-five and 
thirty hours a week but still had 
time to be on the debate team 
at school and take part in other 
activities. 

How well I remember one spe- 
cial occasion in which the Lord 
took care of me in a financial 
way. I received in my mailbox at 
school a bill from the College for 
$89.50. This was for part of one- 
semester’s tuition and board fee. 
I knew that I had received my 
last paycheck prior to the date the 
bill must be paid. But, praise 
the Lord, in the same mail with 
the bill came three envelopes from 
three different people! In these 
envelopes was a total of $75 in 
gifts to me. The folks that sent 
the money had not known of my 
special need, but God had. When 
I totalled up the $75, together 
with the money I had in my pock- 
et, I found that I had exactly 
$89.54—just four cents more than 
I had to have to meet the bill. 

It was wonderful being able to 
prove Philippians 4:19 all through 
my college life. 

Because I felt that there are 
many young people who ought to 
be in Bible school or Christian 
college, I wrote to a number of 
different Christian schools and 
asked for testimonies of how God 
had blessed some student and car- 
ried him through school. A number 
of these are written up here. We 
do not have room to include all 
of them, but we will try to give 
them to you at a future date. I 
thought you would be thrilled to 
see these testimonies from young 
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folks who have trusted and proved 
the. Lord. 


A Young Veteran’s Testimony 


We are sorry to hear that Dr. 
V. C. Oltrogge of the Arizona 
Bible Institute is in poor health 
and had resigned his position as 
president of the institute. He did 
tell us the thrilling story, however, 
of a young veteran of World War 
II and his faith in the Lord 
through difficult years of Bible 
school training. Here is part of 
the story in Dr. Oltrogge’s own 
words. 


“He was conscious of a definite 
call to preach and wanted to 
attend school, but as so often is 
the case with young people, he 
lacked financial ability to initiate 
the program. Of course, he could 
obtain a certain amount of money 
through the G. I. Bill. However, 
he had a wife seriously ill with 
tuberculosis, a total invalid! Med- 
ical bills for her were large and 
continuous. Indeed, his problems 
were complicated. He was some- 
what relieved to learn that our 
school charged no tuition, only a 
small registration fee at the be- 
ginning of each semester. His 
wife’s ilIness prohibited dormitory 
residence, but adequate room for 
a house trailer could be had on 
the campus. 


“In answer to prayer he secured 
a house trailer; after much test- 
ing of faith, plus the difficult 
task of bringing his wife hundreds 
of miles across the country, he 
found himself ‘at home’ under 
southern skies. With the aid of 
his G. I. allotment, he enrolled 
and secured the necessary books 
for the first semester. Living 
costs were relentless in their de- 
mands, a new doctor had to be 
contacted, and the wife needed 
constant attention. Satan’s attacks 
through discouragement were fre- 
quent, you may be sure... 


“In due season God answered 
the prayers for him by giving him 
an excellent part-time job in the 
post office. It was not a job at 
which to get rich, but it was 
Philippians 4:19 to him and his 
wife. 

“But while this work meant 

bread and butter for the two, 
other expenses continued and in- 
creased proportionately. Mrs. Hal 
seemed to grow worse instead of 
better in the Arizona sun, and 
then came the announcement that 
she was to have a baby! Her life 
would be in jeopardy and again 
Satan tempted—were they in 
God’s will? Should he not quit 
and forget Christian service? No. 
God had led, provided, and blessed 
so richly in spiritual things that 
he could not, would not, doubt the 
Divine call. 
“A volume could be written 
about the testings of the year 
that followed. Semester exams 
came and went, ‘the job’ demanded 
frequent night work, the sweet 
and patient wife needed more and 
more attention. Time and again 
these two were forced to cast 
themselves upon I Corinthians 10: 
13. In due time the baby was 
born. There were some dark days; 
in fact, for several months it 
looked as though the mother 
would slip away to Heaven. At 
this point the Lord graciously 
raised up a Christian couple to 
care for the baby. Then God again 
heard and answered prayer! The 
mother was not only spared, but 
is now (two years later) a ‘nega- 
tive T. B.’—able to minister to her 
little family and even do a bit of 
Christian service outside the home. 
The young son is a healthy lad of 
promise in every way. 

“The young man has graduated, 
and is pursuing even further stu- 


dy. Working his way through 
school was no hindrance to his 
doing good work as a student. He 
was the valedictorian of his class, 
and immediately following his 
graduation was called as pastor 
of a small nearby church which 
is most happy to have his leader- 
ship.” : 


Testimony of Dean at John 
Brown University 

Dr. Rogene O. Weathers, Vice 
President and Dean of Vocational 
Education, John Brown Universi- 
ty in Siloam Springs, Arkansas, 
gave us this thrilling testimony. 

“T had less than four dollars in 
my pocket as I walked away from 
home, twenty years ago. As I re- 
call it, my brother had just given 
me about three dollars out of 
his savings to add to the few 
cents I had which I could call my 
own. The depression had brought 
some strenuous days to our family, 
as it had to others, and I had had 
no way of earning money to_use 
in getting a college education. My 
parents faced such financial bur- 
dens that it was impossible for 
them to help me. 


“My path led to what was then 
John E. Brown College (now John 
Brown University). Dr. John E. 
Brown, Sr., the founder, was then 
still active as president. He re- 
ceived me cordially, but he re- 
gretfully stated that for the time 
being he had gone his limit in 
enrolling students without money. 
He did not say, however, that 
if I were willing to work, and to 
take an assignment to the farm, 
I could have a portion of my small 
earnings credited to future tuition 
payments and possibly I could en- 
roll for the following semester. 
This arrangement was consum- 
mated, and four and a half months 
later I was enrolled as a college 
freshman. 


“Since that time, though the 
way has not always been easy, 
the Lord has opened door after 
door. Eventually, it has been possi- 
ble for me not only to receive 
the bachelor’s degree, but also 
to follow with the master’s at one 
state university and the doctor’s 
at another.” 


‘I have been thrilled daily by His 


a 


A Tennessee Temple Student 
Testifies 
' Roy Julian of Jacksonville, Flor- 
ida, writes from Tennessee 
Temple Schools (located at Chat- 
tanooga, Tennessee): 
“Since becoming a child of God, 


@ Pastor's & Christian Ed. Courses 
@ Missionary Radio Course 

@ Fundamental — Conservative 
¢ Placement for graduates 


$16 cost per Waals 
—Earn your way 


N 
mighty miracles. When God began E gg 
leading me to school, He was 
calling a poor boy. I did not pos- FALL ial 


sess enough money to pay for 
one month’s room and board. I 
was just a fool for Christ’s sake. 
I believed God! 

“T have been in school now for 
over two years, and I do not owe 
one cent to anyone. To God be the 
glory! God has proven that He 
will supply my every need. I have 
been privileged to attend a school | 
where a work scholarship is pro- 
vided for needy students. Oh! But 
the blessing that comes through 
toil when itis done as unto the 
Lord. Friends respect us who must 
work our way through school. ea of 

“Out of it all, I can never say!.¢ 
that it has been tough. Working]. 
has made my training more com-|;.4 
plete and enjoyable. Working} 7 | 
through school has developed my 
character, and it has drawn me 
closer to the Saviour I love. 

“T praise God for the opportu- 
nity of attending school and for 
the privilege of working my way 
through.” 


Prairie Bible Institute Student 
Proves God 
Miss Eula Eaton of Philadelphia, 
a student at Prairie Bible Insti- 
tute, Three Hills, Alberta, Canada, 
had this thrilling testimony for us: 
‘“‘When I left my twelve brothers 
(Continued on page 7) 
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Christian Training 


(Continued from page 6) 


and sisters in Philadelphia, I had 
only $60.00 in my pocket. However, 
by the time I finally arrived at the 
Prairie Bible Institute, much of 
this had been spent on travel 
expenses. I had only enough lett 
to buy my books and to make a 
small down payment on my board 
and room account. I praise the 
Lord that in mysterious and un- 
expected ways He has provided 
sufficient to meet my every need.” 


Testing God at Dallas 
Bible Institute 


“In August, 1951, I attended a 
Bible conference at Red Feather 
Lakes, Colorado. At that time the 
Lord showed me He wanted me 
in Dallas Bible Institute (Texas). 
Marvelously, I was in Texas three 
weeks later enrolled at the school. 
I brought with me enough from 
my terminal and vacation pay and 
gifts of dear Christian friends to 
complete one term and part of 
another. : 


“When I returned to school aft- 
er Christmas, I had only my re- 
turn ticket, enough for one week’s 
room and board, and most impor- 
tant, an assurance that God want- 
ed me in school. The very day 
I arrived back in Dallas, the Lord 
supplied a job for me. I began 
working almost immediately. I 
know the Lord gave it to me, be- 
cause it met my needs exactly 


from that day until I graduated, 
and He helped me, too, giving me 
wisdom and skill in doing my work 
accurately. When the Lord sends 
us, truly He makes every provi- 
sion, 

“A very valuable part of my 
training at Dallas Bible Institute 
was my secular work, because I 
had to trust the Lord for daily 
strength, grace, and~ wisdom to 
meet a humanly impossible sched- 
ule. My theme song. during 
school days was ‘God specializes 
in things thought impossible,’ and 
there is unexpressible joy and a 
real thrill in having experienced 
the greatness of our God in my 
life. It also gives great assurance 
for the future.” 

Yes, it is possible for you to 
work your way through college or 
Bible school. If God has called 
you to go into His service or to 
get some education to better equip 
you to work for Him, you can 
work your way through. 

I trust these testimonies will 
be a help to you and will encour- 
age you to go ahead and get 
the education that God wants 
you to get. It may be that you 
ought to start to school this year. 
Why not write to one of the good 
fundamental schools today and get 
started with your educational pro- 
gram? You, too, can trust God and 
prove His promises! 


—— {HE END — 


Unlimited Power in Prayer 


(Continued from page 5) 


and can ask it in the name of 
Jesus, then you may have what 
you ask. Jesus used the word 
“whatsoever” and that means just 
what it says. Lest we should doubt, 
the next verse repeats this un- 
limited promise, “If ye shall ask 
any thing in my name, I will do 
1.7 

Again in John 16:23, 24 a simi- 
lar promise is given: 

“And in that day ye shall ask 
me nothing. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask 
the Father in my name, he will 
give it you. Hitherto have ye 
asked nothing in my name: ask, 
and ye shall receive, that your 
joy may be full.” 

Do not write into this promise 
any condition except the single con- 
dition that Jesus gave. If you can 
ask it in the name of the Saviour, 
then ask, and make your requests 
large. All the power and wealth 
at the command of God are yours, 
if you can honestly ask it in the 
name of His dear Son. 

Ask, then, dear Christian, that 
your joy may be full. Happy 
Christians are asking Christians, 
Christians who ask much and get 
much from God. 


“Exceeding Great and 
Precious Promises” 


How strangely wicked the hu- 
man heart is that we do not ac- 
cept God’s promises at face value. 
We measure God by human 
standards. We have faith to pray 
for that which seems probable 
and usual and ordinary. We do not 
have faith to ask for that which 
is unusual and extraordinary, that 
which seems improbable. But God 
has told us that He has power 
to give “exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think” 
(Eph. 3:20). Take at face value 
the wonderful premises of God 
throughout the Bible on prayer. 


. “Ask, and it shall be given you; 


seek, and ye shall find; knock, and 
it-shall be opened unto you: For 
every one that asketh receiveth; 
and he that seeketh findeth; and 
to him that knocketh it shall be 
opened.”’—Matt. 7:7, 8. 

“Ye have not, because ye ask 
not.”’—Jas. 4:2. 

“Call unto me, and I will answer 
thee, and show thee great and 
mighty things, which thou know- 
est not.”—Jer. 33:3. 

“JT am the Lord thy God, which 
brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt: open thy mouth wide, and 
I will fill it.”—Ps. 81:10. 

“If ye then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your 


children: how much more shall 
your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask 


him?”’—Luke 11:13. 

“Ts any among you afflicted? let 
him pray. Is any merry? let him 
sing psalms. Is any sick among 


you? let him call for the elders 
of the, church, and let-them pray 
over him, andinting him with oil 
in the name of the Lord: and the 
prayer of faith shall save the sick, 
and the Lord shall raise him up; 
and if he have committed sins, 
they shall be forgiven him. Con- 
fess your faults one to another, 
and pray one for another, that ye 
may be healed. The effectual fer- 
vent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much. EHlias was a man 
subject to like passions as we are, 
and he prayed earnestly that it 
might not rain: and it rained not 
on the earth by the space of three 
years and six months. And he 
prayed again, and the heaven gave 
rain, and the earth- brought forth 
her fruit.”—Jas. 5:13-18. 


My Personal Testimony 


I am humbly grateful to God 
that He has given me evidence, 
concrete, tangible evidence that 
He is a God who answers prayer. 

I have prayed for the sick and 
the sick have recovered. Mrs. 
Jewell Duncan, now of Greenville, 
Texas, was given up by physi- 
cians and loved ones, due to tuber- 
culosis. Already the two children 
were given away and Mrs. Dun- 
can was expected to live only a 
few hours when I prayed for her, 
anointing her with oil in the name 
of the Lord, as the Scriptures 
command, in Fort Worth in 19- 
31. She was marvelously healed, 
in a few weeks was doing all her 
own housework and now is prais- 
ing God continually for answered 
prayer, 

Mr. J. A. Middleton, member 
of my church, was marvelously 
healed in answer to prayer, after 
losing thirty days work, and spend- 
ing $300 for doctors and hospital 
after having his tonsils removed 
and after losing twenty-five 
pounds. Five doctors could not find 
the trouble, but God did in an- 
swer to prayer. 

At Peacock, Texas, in 1930, a 
terrible drouth was on. In a re- 
vival we prayed for rain, prayed 
that it might come that. particular 
day so that-scoffers would know 
that God answered prayer. In the 
morning there was no sign of a 
cloud. About two o'clock there 
came a terrific rain and wind. It 
rained in a circle five miles around 
the town and the rest of the 
country was left barren = and 
dry as ever. God answered 
prayer. In many, many cases 
I have seen it rain in di- 
rect answer to prayer and have 
seen the rain stop in answer to 
prayer, instantly, so we could con- 
tinue with the service. 


Day by day God sends money 
in answer to prayer to supply 
our needs. I have no promised in- 
come to support my weekly radio 


No Healing Medicines 


(Continued from page 1) 


teachers quacks, and charlatans, 
and “physicians of no value’’! 


The Same Message Goes 
Out Today 


I am sure that the words apply 
to America. Tens of thousands of 
our people are members of relig- 
ious systems and cults: which have 
no foundation in, nor approval of, 
the divine Scriptures. 


Some of these cults have radio 
programs which are nothing more 
than window dressing and decep- 
tive facade. They are so planned 
and arranged that the errors of 
the cults are hidden from the 


services, this paper, my office 
workers and a large family. But I 
have the promises of God and 
when we need money we pray 
for it. Be it said to the praise of 
His grace that God still answers 
prayer. 

Again and again I have gone 
into communities to begin revi- 
val without the invitations of 
churches, without money, with no 
prospects but the promises of God. 
Again and again in answer to the 
prayer of faith, God has given 
marvelous revivals, hundreds of 
conversions, and has left growing 
congregations with tabernacles 
built and full-time pastorates. Our 
work in Dallas with a large taber- 
nacle, a great congregation and 
the blessings of God upon. us, is 
a daily witness to the God who 
answers prayer. 


Troubled soul, whatever is your 
burden, take it to God in prayer! 
* * *k 


(The above was written eighteen years 
ago. If you are interested in clear Bible 
teaching on Prayer, with many thrilling 
examples from experience read, PRA YER— 
ASKING. AND RECEIVING, by John R. 
Rice, 328 pages—during August sale only 
$2.00 postpaid. At Sword of the Lord, 
Wheaton, Ill., or at yowr booksellers.) 


hearers. What was done by Arius 
long ago is done by these teachers 
of today. “Arius himself seems to 
have used language which more 
or less concealed from the unwary 
the real issues of his heresy” 
(Lives of the Fathers by F. W. 
Farrar). 

But the lessons and the books of 
these religious systems and cults 
are full of teaching diametrically 
opposed to the Word of God, the 


divinely inspired Bible of evan- 
gelical Christianity. 

These religious systems are 
cults have their prophets an@® 
teachers, and these preachers and 
teachers are spouting forth the 
most fantastic statements it is 

(Continued on page 8) 
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An Outstanding Fundamental Bible Training School in 
New York City 
A thorough three-year Bible theological course prepares pastors, Bible teachers, 


evangelists, missionary directors, Christian leaders. Now in its thirty-third year. 
Graduates labor successfully in North America, Europe, and Israel. Men and 


soul-winning among 12,000,000 pagans 
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3. You have a real burden fer the lost. 
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TO PROCLAIM 


FOLLOW THE FLAG 


TRUE TO THE WORD 


D. L. MOODY once said: 


“I am thankful to tell you that I have 


- gome splendid men and women in the field. 


My school work will not tell much 
while I am living, but when I am gone 
I SHALL LEAVE SOME GRAND MEN 

AND WOMEN BEHIND!” 


Moody has been with the Lord for more 

than fifty years, and the “grand men and 
women” he left behind have, through the Holy 
Spirit, guided Moody Bible Institute through 


the years and kept it true to God. 


Today Moopy Bre Institute is still 


J THE 


BUSINESS LEADER 


This is the fourth in a series of 
leaders of MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


After Mr. Moody’s death in 1899, financial support of the Institute 


gradually dwindled down to almost nothing. By 1901 it was almost 


ready to perish... but then God brought Henry Parsons Crowell to 
the Institute. When he was elected to the Board of Trustees on 
April 24, 1901, Mr. Crowell was active in the affairs of two small 
companies which later became the famous Quaker Oats Company 
of which he was president for many years, and the Perfection Stove 
Company of Cleveland of which he was chairman of the board. 


Although Mr. Crowell was possessed of great business ability, he 


always retained a fine spirit of humility and Christian dedication— 
the same spirit which caused him at an early age to pledge his life to 


the Lord. After his decease a paper in his own handwriting was found 
among his effects which said, “If my life can always be lived so as to 
please Him in every way, I'll be supremely happy.” That was Henry 
Parsons Crowell’s main aim in life . . . to please the Lord in every way! 


forging ahead in the path outlined by the 


GRAND MEN who under God founded and di- 


rected it. Its many ministries reach millions of 


individuals for Christ each year—individuals 


in every country of the worid. But the chief 


ministry of the Institute remains that of fur- 


nishing tuition-free Bible training to conse- 


crated young men and women who are pre- 


paring for lives of Christian service—both as 


full-time workers and laymen. 


Interdenominational i ih 
Evangelical  \4\1) | 


Moopy BIBLE INSTITUTE received the benefit of the same great 
industrial skills which Mr. Crowell used to build up his great com- 
mercial enterprises, for he never deviated from giving it the same 
business acumen. On February 2, 1904, he was made president of the 
board, a position which he held until his death on October 23, 1944. 


With what result? Thanks to Mr. Crowell, Moopy BIBLE INSTITUTE 
became a highly efficient organization with an outreach around the 
globe. Its policy became: build no farther than Ged wills . . . in other 
words, build only after God has provided all the money necessary to 
finish the job. Yes, Mr. Crowell gave liberally to Moopy BIBLE INsTI- 
TUTE. But he did not let it depend upon him. He arranged affairs so 


that the Institute must be supported by God's people both in his day 
and afterward. Right up to his last days Mr. Crowell cherished a 
vision of the future when Moopy BIBLE INSTITUTE would be not only 


a great name in Christian education, but also the perpetuator of a 
multi-purpose, soul-winning ministry that reached into all parts of 
the world with the gospel. And it was to this end that he devoted his 
time and his efforts so wholeheartedly. 


Moody Bible Institute 


820 N. LaSalle Street ¢ Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, president ¢ Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


~* Friday, August 6, 1954 


Page Eight 


No Healing Medicines 


(Continued from. page 7) 


possible to make, and people are 
swallowing them. , 

It is because of this that I am 
driven to write this sermon, “NO 
HEALING MEDICINES.” These 
religious systems and cults just 
do not have, and, therefore, can- 
not offer, the healing medicines 
that this country must have if it 
is to be spiritually strong and 
spiritually useful. 


Later in this sermon I shall 
show that the twenty-third chap- 
ter. of Jeremiah, which was spoken 
a@@ainst the false preachers and 
téachers of a former time, is the 
miost important chapter in_ the 
Bible for our times in reference 
to the preachers and teachers of 
false religious systems and cults. 
I, intend in this sermon to show 
up some of these religious systems 
and cults, with their own medi- 
cines (teachings), and then to 
show you the _ real _ healing 
medicines for the heart and soul. 


1. Christian Science 


With its text book Science and 
Health, this cult professes to heal 
sin-sick souls. But its teaching, 
as Mark Twain said, “is neither 
Christian nor science.” Concern- 
ing the atonement effected by our 
Lord Jesus Christ on the cross 
of Calvary, Christian Science says: 


“The atonement requires con- 
stant self-immolation on the sin- 


ners part. That God's wrath 
should be vented wpon His beloved 
Son is divinely unnatural. Such a 


theory is man-made. . Jesus 


never ransomed man by paying 
the debt that sin incurs, whoso- 
ever sins must suffer. ... Final 
deliverance from error, whereby 


we rejoice in immortality ...is not 
reached ...by pinning one’s faith 
without works to another’s vicar- 
ious effort.” 


Many can testify that such 
teaching has “no healing medi- 
cines.” In New York City this 
summer I heard aman _ from 
Boston testify that he sought heal- 
ing for his soul, and tried Chris- 
tian Science, but found no peace. 
Christ of the Bible, and was 
gloriously saved! The divinely in- 
spired Bible says: ‘‘But he[ Christ | 
was wounded for our transgres- 
sions, he was bruised for our in- 
iquities: the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed. ...It 
pleased the Lord to bruise him; 
he hath put him to grief’ (Isa. 
53:5, 10). “God was in Christ, re- 
conciling the world unto himself, 
not imputing their trespasses unto 
them” (II Cor. 5:19). God is to- 
day. saying to the “Christian 
Science” cult, “Thou hast no heal- 
ing medicines.”’ 


s t g Se tried the teachings of the 


2. Unity 

It may be that some one read- 
ing this sermon is a believer in 
the “Unity School of Christianity.” 
¥You have been taught to repeat 
over and over again these form- 
ulas: “I know no evil. I deny all 
sin and sickness. I have all power. 
IT am God manifest in the flesh.” 
You cannot heal your soul of its 
sin and sickness by denying that 
you have sin and sickness. The 
Word of God says, “All have sin- 
ned, and come short of the glory 
of. God” (Rom. 3:23). It says that 
ajl are “by nature the sons of 
wrath” (Eph. 2:3, A.S.V.). And 
while UNITY teaches you to Say, 
“T know no evil. I deny all sin,” 
the Word of God says, “If we say 
that we have no sin, we deccive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. ...If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and 
his word is not in us’”’ (I John 1:8, 
10). 


Believers in the UNITY 
SCHOOL OF CHRISTIANITY, I 


“ must say to you, in the light and 


truth of the Bible, you are not 
thereby healed of your sins. And 
God says to the UNITY SCHOOL 
OF CHRISTIANITY, “Thou hast 
no healing medicines.” 


rid A. oy 


3. Seventh-Day Adventism 


‘Is someone reading this sermon 
who is a believer in the religious 
system of SEVENTH-DAY AD- 
VENTISM? God has a message 
for you in my text, “Thou hast 
no healing medicines.” If you fol- 
Jew the teachings of SEVENTH- 
DAY ADVENTISM, you do not 


| jah! God is saying to the cult of 


in a sinless Saviour. That cult 
says about Christ, “On His human 
side, Christ inherited just what 
every child of Adam _ inherits— 
a sinful nature.” The Word of 
God says of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
“And in him is no sin” (I John 3: 
5). It says He was One “who 
knew no sin” (II Cor. 5:21). He 
accepted the testimony of one of 
His disciples, “My Lord and my 
God” (John 20:28). If you believe 
in the teachings of SEVENTH- 
DAY ADVENTISM, then you do 
not have the full pardon of all 
your sins: they are still on the 
record against you. That cult 
teaches that ‘“‘the blood of Christ, 
pleaded in behalf of penitent be- 
lievers, secured their pardon and 
acceptance with the Father, yet 
their sins still remained upon the 
books of record.” The Word of 
God says of true believers in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, “Their sins and 
their iniquities will I remember 
no more’ (Heb. 8:12). “I have 
blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy 
transgressions, and, as a cloud, 
thy sins’ (Isa. 44:22). In the 
atonement, Christ seeured_ the 
“blotting out of handwriting of 
ordinances that was against us, 
which was contrary to us, and 
took it out of the way, nailing it 
to his cross” (Col. 2:14). Hallelu- 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISM, 
“Thou hast no healing medicines.” 


While in this sermon I.am call- 
ing attention to those teachings 
in religious systems and cults that 
have ‘no healing medicines,” I 
would ask Seventh-Day Advent- 
ists, Do you know three great 
events that took place on “the 
“first day of the week” Christians 
which makes that day important, 
and worthy of commemoration, 
and worthy of being the day when 
Christians gather together for the 
worship of God and Christ? On 
the ‘first day of the week’ the 
Lord Jesus Christ arose from the 
dead. On the first day of the week 
the Holy Spirit was sent from 
Heaven to baptize believers into 
Christ. Yes, Pentecost fell on the 


first day of the week! On they 


“first day of the week’ Christians 
met in their assemblies for wor- 
ship, and to hear the reading of 
the Word of God, and to hear the 
preaching of the Word, and to 
commemorate the-.Lord’s death 
and coming again (Acts 20:7). 
The Church Father, Justin Martyr 
(A. D. 110-165), wrote: “And on 
the day called Sunday all who live 
in cities or in the country gather 
together to one place; and the 
Memoirs (Writings) of the apos- 
tles or the writings of the pro- 
phets are read... then... the 
president exhorts and verbally in- 
structs to the imitation of these 
good things.” (Ante Nicene 
Fathers). 

Christopher Wordsworth, in his 
hymn commencing: “O day of 
rest and gladness,” says of the 
first day of the week: 


On thee, at the creation, 
The light first had its 
On thee, for our salvation, 
Christ rose from depths of earth; 
On thee our Lord victorious 
The Spirit sent from Heaven; 
And thus on thee most glorious 
A triple light was given. 


birth; 


Seventh-Day Adventists, is not 
that better than trying to hallow 
and commemorate the day (Satur- 
day) when the body of the Lord 
Jesus Christ was yet in the tomb, 
and the days when He was not 
yet. “raised for our justification’”’ 
(Rom. 4:25)? 


4. Russellism, or Millennial Dawn- 
ism, or Jehovah’s Witnesses 


Perhaps the one reading this 
sermon belongs to the cult known 
today as JEHOVAH'S  WIT- 
NESSES. You have no resurrected 
Christ in that cult. Russell taught 
that there was no physical resur- 
rection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He said: “Our Lord's human 
body, however, was supernatur- 
ally removed from the tomb. ... 
We know nothing about what be- 
came of it except that it did not 
decay or corrupt (Acts 2:27, 31). 
Whether it was’ dissolved into 
gases, or whether it is still pre- 
served somewhere as the grand 
memorial of God's love, of Christ’s 
obedience, and our redemption, no 
one knows.” But the Bible record 


is in the words of the risen Lord 


believe in a divine Saviour, nor 


-Wwith Him called Him “the Holy 


hands and my feet, that it is I 
myself: -handle me; and-see; for 
a spirit hath not flesh and bones, 
as ye see me have” (Luke 24:39). 
And Spirit-taught Christians know 
where that resurrected body is, 
for they believe the testimony of 
Stephen, “Behold, I see the 
heavens opened, and the Son of 
man standing on the right hand of 
God” (Acts 7:56). And they ac- 
cept the witness of John, who 
wrote of seeing “His head,” “his 
hairs,” “his éyes,” © “his © feet,” 
“his right hand,” and hearing “his 
voice,” - and . feeling. His’ “right 
hand” laid upon him (Rev. 1:13- 
17). Millennial. Dawnism has no 
healing comfort in its teaching 
about the intermediate state. It 
teaches that ‘“‘when a man dies he 
passes out of existence until the 
resurrection.” But the teaching of 
the Word of God is in the words 
of the Lord Jesus to -“‘one of the 
malefactors’” crucified with Him: 
“Verily [most truly} I say unto 
thee, To day shalt thou be | Greek 
means, have living and conscious 
existence| with me in paradise” 
(Luke 23:43). And the teaching 
of Paul by the Spirit is enough 
for the true believer. He taught 
that ‘‘to depart” this present life 
is for the Christian ‘‘to be with 
Christ,” and that for the Christian 
is “gain” over the present life on 
earth, and “very far better” 
Ces. Sk, OO, tke woe Vide Seer 
God for ever! 


Yes, God is saying to Millennial 
Dawnism, to Russellism, to Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses, ‘Thou hast no 
healing medicines.” 


5. Mormonism 


It may even be that a member 
of the cult of Mormonism is read- 
ing this sermon. Have you ever in- 
vestigated the life of the founder 
of your cult? Three men who were 
“intimately acquainted” with him 
said, “Joseph Smith is simply a 
notorious liar.” “We never knew 
another person so utterly destitute 
of conscience as he was.” “The 


on all Sword books 
order blank on page 11. 


during August. See 


thing for which Joseph was most 
notorious was his vulgar speech 
and his life of unspeakable lewd- 
ness.” Over against that I tell 
you of our Lord Jesus Christ. One 
who was intimately acquainted 


and Righteous One” (Acts 3:14, A. 
S. V.). His enemies said of His 
words, “Never man spake like 
this man” (John 7:46). He always 
spoke the words of God, and those 
words, as I shall show you, have 
healed the souls of thousands upon 
thousands. 


Do you know that your Book 
of Mormon is a “fraud’’? Its origin 
is based on a lie. The lie is that 
“golden plates” were unearthed by 
Joseph Smith; that they were read 
and translated by the “illiterate 
Smith” by the aid of supernatual 
spectacles; that another man 
wrote down what was translated; 
that an angel carried off the 
“golden plates” and the magic 
spectacles! You have to believe 
all that! 


Two Mormons came’to my door 
this spring. They brought with 
them their Book of Mormon. I 
asked them to leave it with me. 
They did. They were to come back 
and discuss it with me. They never 
came back to “follow up”! I am 
certain that God is saying to Mor- 
monism, with its wierd Book of 
Mormon and its fantastic beliefs, 
“Thou hast no healing medicines.” 


6. Liberal Modernism 


Liberal modernism denies nearly 
all the basic and the fundamental 
truths of the Bible. Its latest out- 
put is The Interpreter’s Bible. It 
is shocking in the extreme. The 
twenty-third chapter of Jeremiah 
was spoken against the liberals 
and modernists- of his time: it 
might well be_cited against the 


Jesus to His disciples, ‘Behold my 


There is no stronger document on 
record against them than _ this 
twenty-third chapter of Jeremiah. 
It is God’s own indictment against 
the prophets of modernism. Here 
is the word of the Lord, about you, 
ye prophets of liberal-modernism! 
“Thus saith Jehovah of hosts, 
Hearken not unto the words of the 
prophets that prophesy unto you: 
they teach you vanity; they speak 
a vision of their own .heart, and 
not out of the mouth of Jehovah. 
... Therefore, behold, I am against 
the prophets, saith Jehovah, that 
steal my words everyone from his 
neighbor. ...Ye have perverted 
the words of the living God, of 
Jehovah of hosts our God’ (Jer. 
23:16, 30, 36, A. S. V.). And in 
this same twenty-third chapter of 
Jeremiah, God calls your teaching 
“chaff”! (vs. 28). To all who re- 
ject the divine inspiration of the 
Bible, and reject the . Mosaic 
authorship of the Pentateuch, 
and teach that the prophets did 
not write the books that bear 
their names, God says, ‘“They have 
rejected the word of the Lord; 
and what wisdom is in them?” 
(Jer. 8:9). 


God put the blame for the con- 
dition of the people in Jeremiah’s 
time on the liberal preachers, and 
held them’ responsible for’ the 
people not turning from their evil 
ways. He says that if they had 
preached truth, the people might 
have turned to God. They per- 
verted the truth, and therefore the 


people continued in their sins. 
“But if they [the prophets of 
modernism| had _ stood in 
counsel, and had caused my people 
to hear my words, then’ they 
Should have turned them from 
their evil way, and from the evil 
of their doings’ (Jer. 23:22). 
“Woe be unto the pastors that 
destroy and scatter the sheep of 
my pasture! saith the Lord (Jer. 
Zo°1). 


Our Lord told the liberals and 
modernists of His day that they 
had “taken away the key of 
knowledge” (Luke 11:52). What 
Matthew Henry said about those 
ancient liberal-modernists is true 
of present-day ones: 


“They had not, according to 
the duty of their place, faith- 
fully expounded to the people 
those Scriptures of the Old 

‘Testament which pointed at the 
Messiah, which if they had been 
led into the right understanding 
of by the lawyers, they would 
readily have embraced Him and 
His doctrine: but, instead of 
that, they had perverted those 
texts, and had cast a mist be- 
fore the é¢yes of the people, by 
their corrupt glosses upon them, 
and this is called taking away 
the key of knowledge; instead 
of using that key for the people, 
and helping them to use it a- 
right, they hid it from them.’ 


Can anything be more true of 
Our modern preachers and teach- 
ers? In their New Bible, their R. 
s. V., they have “pervérted” many 
texts, and they have put many 
“corrupt ,glosses” upon them. And 
they have not, in the new Inter- 
preters Bible, “faithfully ex- 
pounded to the people the Scrip- 
tures." Perhaps more than we 
think, the state of morals in our 
nation and in other nations of 
Christendom is because of modern- 
ism in our seminaries and churches 
and pulpits. 

An editor read a circular letter 
written by an educated Herero of 
South West Africa. In the letter 
were these statements of belief: 


“Millions of years ago man 
developed out of the Pithecan- 
thropus forest ape. In the light 
of science we must abandon all 
religion. Jesus was but a man, 
a prophet as Mohammed. He 
Was not conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, nor did he ever rise from 
the grave. The worship of God 
was born of fear of the invisible, 
of earthquakes, storms. The 
gods of Palestine were much the 
same, whether Chemosh, god of 
Moab, Baal, or Jehovah. Away 
with dogma! A good and decent 
life has nothing to do with the 
fear of God, Devil, or Hell—all 
constructions.made of thin air.” 


Then the editor asks this im- 
portant question: ‘‘Where have the 
Hereros found this wisdom?” His 
answer to his own question shows 
what liberal-modernism has done, 


and, as I believe, what it will yet 


do. The editor. says: 
“One hears the old Free 


liberals and modernists of today. 


thinker vocables, then THE LIB- 


| with 
my | about her? Your own Bible states 


ERAL THEOLOGY OF THE 
EARLY TWENTIETH CEN- 
TURY. What the _ theological 
faculties teach, big city people 
repeat twenty years later, coun- 
try people thirty years later, 
and the Hereros fifty years 
later.”—Sunday School Times, 
Nov. 7, 1953. 


When I was a missionary in 
Japan I heard a liberal modernist 
missionary 


meeting. 


Reader, are you a member of eee 
a church that is in, and subscribes ,“" 
to, the liberal-modernist group of. °’ 


churches? You ought to find out. 


%. Roman Catholicism 
Is the reader of this sermon a 


Roman Catholic? Have you ever « 
honestly and frankly examined the | 
teachings of your church in the, ~ 
light of Scripture? Some Bereans -. 


of long ago tested what was taught 
them by the words of Scripture. 
“Now these [Bereans| were of 
a nobler character than those of 
Thessalonica and they received the 
word with great eagerness, study- 
ing the Scriptures every day to 
see whether these things were so” 
(Acts 17:11, New Roman Catholic 
Version). 


Have you ever compared the 
teachings of the Roman Catholic 
Church about Mary of Nazarcth, 
the .Virgin Mother of our Lord, 
the Seripture statements 


that she confessed herself a sin- 
ner, and in need of salvation. 
That being so, she was not “im- 
maculate,” not at any time. You 
should know that according to 
Roman Catholic Theology, ‘“im- 
maculate’” means “the immunity 


divinely granted to the Virgin 
Mary in her conception.” And you 
should know that “it was not an 


it was proclaimed by Pope Pius 
IX.” (Standard Dict.) But Mary 
confessed herself a sinner: “And 
Mary said, My soul magnifies the 
Lord, and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Saviour” (Luke 1:46, New 
R: C.. Vers:). ae 


Mary, the Mother of our Lord, is 
in Acts 1:14. Beyond that you can- 
not authoritatively go, ‘All these 
With one mind continued stead- 
fastly in prayer with the women 
and Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
and with his brethren” (New R. 
©. Vers.). ‘His brethren” means 
the ones named in Mark 6:3: “Is 
not this the carpenter, the son 
of Mary, the brother of James, 
Joseph, Jude, and Simon? And are 
not also his sisters here with us?” 
(New R. C.- Vers.) Your Bible 
tells you that God made Mary 
the mother of four sons, and the 
mother of daughters, by her hus- 
band Joseph. Therefore the teach- 
ing of Pope Pius IX that she was 
“ever (always) Virgin” is not sup- 
ported by your Bible. Your Church 
Catechism teaches that you are 
“saved by goed works,” whereas 
your Catholic Bible says, “Not by 
reason of good works that we did 
ourselves, but according to his 
mercy, he saved us through the 
bath of regeneration and renewal 
by the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5, 
New R. C. Vers.). 

Do you know that Peter was 
not for ‘‘twenty-five years” Bishop 
of Rome? The historical fact is 
that Peter was never in Rome at 
all! Peter’s alleged statement, 
when supposedly running from 
Rome and martyrdom, and meet- 
ing the Lord, “Quo Vadis, Do- 
mine?” (Whither goest Thou, 
Lord?) is pure fiction and a fig- 
ment of the imagination! Do you 
know that Peter, near the end of 
his life, was in Babylon on the 
Euphrates (I Peter 5:13) and 
not in Rome on the Tiber? 

I am not telling you’ these 
things -with any malice in my 
heart. Oh, no, but in the hope 
that you will find in Christ, and 
in Christ alone, the salvation of 
your soul. 


One who was for twenty-five 
years a priest in the Church of 
Rome gives this testimony: “After 
twenty-five years of experience 
rand study as a priest of Rome, I 
do not know a single truth which 
that apostate church has kept in- 
tact and unmixed with the most 
diabolical and damnable errors” 


Times, Oct. 31, 1953). He also 
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the wholehearted interest of Chris- 
tians throughout our land. You have 
a great work to do, and we believe 
that the American Messianic Fellow- 
ship is one of God's appointed chan: 
nels for reaching the lost sheep of 
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No Healing Medicines 


(Continued from page 8) 


writes in his book, Fifty Years in 
the Church of Rome: “The reli- 
gion of Rome is not a religion: it 
is the mockery, the destruction, 
the ignominious caricature of re- 
ligion” (page 182). 

Is God saying to the Roman 
Catholic system of religion, “Thou 
hast no healing medicines”? 


8. Unitarianism 


Thousands of people in this 
country are Unitarians. Unitarian- 
ism is the modern name for the 
ancient Arianism, which was so 
named from its chief exponent, 
Arius (4th Cent. A.D.). 

It denies the real and true God- 
head of Christ. Do you modern 
Unitarians know what your cult, 
Arianism, teaches? Do you know 
that “Arius regarded Christianity 
as a Subjective revelation, the off- 
spring mainly of man’s spirit.” 
“Arianism obscured the divinity 
of Christ and gave Him but a 
fantastic humanity. It destroyed 
the bridge of real communication 
between man and God, and left 
mankind without a revelation and 
without an atonement.” (F. W. 


‘Farrar in Lives of the Fathers.) 


Unitarians, do you know that at 
a great Church Council in Nicea 
in 325 A. D. your errors were 
exposed and decisively refuted by 
the Spirit-taught Athanasius, and 
that the Athanasian Creed as to 
the Godhead of Christ is the faith 
of Bible-believing Christians of to- 
day? 

God is saying to Unitarianism, 
“Thou hast no healing medicines.” 


9. World Religious Systems and 
Cults 


I have lived in India and Africa 
and Japan, and I know something 
of the darkness and superstitions 
of the peoples of those lands. 
I know that their religions do not 
heal their souls. In a most. re- 
markable passage in this same 
book of Jeremiah, God tells what 
these peoples are going to con- 
fess when the “face of the cover- 
ing cast over all people, and the 
vail that is spread over all na- 
tions” is destroyed (Isa. 25:7). 
These words are among the most 
remarkable ever penned about the 
world religious systems. Here they 
are: “OQ Lord, my strength, and 
my fortress, and my refuge in the 
day of affliction, the Gentiles 
(nations| shall come unto thee 
from the ends of the earth, and 
shall say, Surely our fathers have 
inherited lies, vanity, and things 
wherein there is no profit” (Jer. 
16:19). That Word of God class- 
ifies all religious systems outside 
of Bible Christianity as “lies,” 
and deceptions of Satan, who is 
called ‘“‘the deceiver of the whole 
world” (Rev. 12:9, A. S. V.). They 
have “no healing medicines.” 


World Systems of 
Government 


IT need not take time to tell you 
that no world system of govern- 
ment can heal the peoples of their 
sin-sick souls. Three times our 
Lord Jesus Christ called Satan, 
“The prince of this world’ (John 
12:31; 14:30; 16:11), and as long 
as he is its “prince,” world govern- 
ments cannot heal the souls of 
their people. In an_ interesting 
passage in the book of Hosea, the 
Lord suggests that world govern- 
ments do not have the cure for 
any nations’ sickness, caused by 
sin. ‘‘When Ephraim saw his sick- 
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iIness, and Judah saw his wound, 


then went Ephraim to the Assyr- 
ian, and sent to king Jareb: yet 
could he not heal you, nor cure 
you of your wound” (Hos. 5:13). 
Human governments have no heal- 
ing medicines. Witness the League 
of Nations and the United Nations 
vain attempts! 

To all religious systems and 
cults, and to all systems of gov- 
ernment, God is saying with cla- 
rion voice: “Thou hast no healing 
medicines”! : 

But reader of this sermon, I 
have good news for you. There 
are 


Healing Medicines! 


God, who said to the people who. 


had false preachers and false 
teachers, and who says to the 
teachers and preachers of all the 
religious systems and cults I have 
named, “Thou hast no _ healing 
medicines,” also says, “I will re- 
store health unto thee, and I will 


heal thee of thy wounds... Be- 


1 Herschell, 


hold, I will bring it health and 
cure, and I will cure them, and 
will reveal unto them the abund- 
ance of peace and truth” (Jer. 
30:17; 33:6). 

The natural heart of man is 
SO sin-sick that no man-made 
medicines, no teachings of CHRIS- 
TIAN SCIENCE, or UNITY, or 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIS\&, or 
MILLENNIAL DAWNISM, or 
MORMONISM, or MODERNISM, 
or ROMANISM, or any world 
religions, or cults, can heal it. God. 


who knows the natural heart 
of man, has. said: “The heart 
is deceitful above all things 
and it is incurable’ (Heb. 
of Jer. 17:9). No truer diagnosis 


has ever been made of the human 
heart than this of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. “For from within, out of 
the heart of men, proceed evil 
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, 
murders, thefts, covetousnesses 
|Gk.|, wickednesses [Gk.|, deceit, 
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blas- 
phemy, pride, foolishness: All 
these evil things come from with- 
in, and defile the man” (Mark 7: 
21-23). 

And _ here 
Medicines: 


1. The Bible 


The Word of God. God gave man 
His Holy Word for that purpose. 
“He sent his word, and healed 
them” (Ps. 107:20). The power of 
the Word of God to heal sin-sick 
souls is well expressed in one of 
Thomas DeWitt Talmages’ great 
sermons. He says, “Do you deny 
it? There have been ten thousand 
people cured by it. I simply state 
the fact that there have been 
hundreds of thousands of Chris- 
tian men and women who say that 
they have felt the truthfulness of 
that Book, and its power in their 
souls. It has cured them of the 
worst leprosy of sin; and if I can 
point you to multitudes who say 
they have felt the power of that 
cure, are you~ not reasonable 
enough to acknowledge the fact 
that there must be some power 
in the medicine? Will you take 
the evidence of millions of.patients 
who have been cured; or will you 
take the evidence of the skeptic 
who stands aloof and confesses 
that he never took the medicine?”’ 
(SworD OF THE Lorpb, Oct. 23, 
1953). I urge you to read the 
Bible, and taste and try its heal- 
ing words. 


2. The Words of Our Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, Are 
Healing Words 


The same Greek -word which 
means “to save,” also means “to 
cure, heal, restore to health.” And 
our word Saviour also means 
Healer. Indeed, the German word 
for Saviour and Healer is Heil. 
The “words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” are called “wholesome 
words” in I Timothy 6:3. That 
word “wholesome” is “healthful,” 
and the original word is the one 
from which we get our words 
“hygiene” and “hygienic.” Yes, the 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ 
recorded in the New Testament 
are healthful and _ health-giving 
words. More than seven times in 
the New Testament they are 
“hygiene” and “hygienic.” Yes, the 
words. Let me illustrate. 

A Hebrew went into a shop in 
the East End of London and pur- 
chased a piece of cheese. When 
he got home, he found the cheese 
was wrapped in a leaf of the New 
Testament. He read the words and 
found healing for his soul. He 
became a Baptist minister and was 
much used of God, When he died, 
he was followed to his grave by 
his Bible class of six hundred 
policemen. His son became Lord 
Lord Chancellor of 


are the Healing 


England. 

Many years ago in India I met, 
in a railway coach, a Christian 
gentleman of that countrv. I 
learned the story of his salva- 
tion. Years before he was travel- 
ing in a railway coach, as we were 
that day. Someone handed him a 
copy of the New Testament in his 
native language. He read it and 
found salvation. He went into his 
village and preached Christ. The 
people threw stones at him. He 
continued to preach Christ. He 
lived to see the day when the 
people, instead of throwing stones 
at him, threw anna pieces (pen- 
nies) at him! 


(Continued from page 2) 


” 
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and wrong, and I hereby take my 
stand upon the right to follow it 
wherever it carries me. I promise 
to make an honest search to find 
if Jesus Christ is the Son of God, 
and if I find that He is, I prom- 
ise to accept Him as my Saviour 
and confess Him as such before 
the world.” 


I handed the pledge to the man 
and asked him if he was willing 
to sign it. He read it carefully 
and then signed it. 


I then said to him, “You don’t 
know there is not a God?” 

“No,” he said, “I don’t know 
that there is no God. Any man 
is a fool to say that he knows 
there is not a God. I neither af- 
firm nor deny.” 

“Well,” I said, “I know there 
is a God, but that will do you no 
good.” I said further, “You do not 
know that God does not answer 
prayer.” 

“No,” he said, “I do not know 
that God does not answer prayer, 


but I do not believe that He does.” 

I said, “I know that He does, 
but that will not do you any good, 
but here 
knowledge. Now you are a gradi- 
ate of a British university. You 
know that the method of modern 
science is to follow out a possible 
clue to see what there is in it. Will 
you follow out this clue? 
Will you pray this prayer: ‘O God, 
if there is any God, show me 
whether Jesus Christ is Thy Soca 
or not, and if You show me that 
He is, I promise to accept Him as 
my Saviour and confess Ilim ag 
such before the world’?” 

“Yes,” he said, “I am willing 
to do that, but there is nothing 
in it; my case is very peculiar. 

I then turned to John 20:31 and 
read, “These are written, that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life 
through his name.” After reading 

(Continued on page 10) 


with one of India’s greatest wo- 
men, Pandita Ramabai. She was 
healed of her soul’s diseases by 
the reading of the Gospels of Luke 
and John. 

A Confucian scholar entered a 
contest to write. a paper. on 
“Christianity.””’ He had, of course, 
to read the Gospels. The pen-pic- 
ture of Christ in Gethsemane 
broke him down. He confessed him- 
self a sinner in need of Salvation. 
He accepted Christ and became 
one of China’s greatest saints. He 
became known as ‘Pastor Hsi.” 

A Japanese, known to me, was 
sick in soul and body. He heard 
the words of John 10:10, “I am 
come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more 
abundantly.” He accepted the 
truth, and found healing for both 
body and soul. He is actively 
preaching Christ today in Japan. 

Yes, the Word of God, the Bible, 
has healing medicines for sin-sick 
souls. The Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, as written in -the 
New Testament, has. healthful 
and health-giving words, soul-sav- 
ing words, for the sin-sick soul, 
for any unsaved reader of this 
sermon. 


38. The Sword of the Lord 


Perhaps someone is reading THE 
SworD OF THE Lorp for the first 
time. Someone passed it on to you, 
or sent it to you. I believe THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD gospel periodi- 
cal has “healing medicines” for 
your soul, and health-preserving 
medicines for the saints. There is 
no Christian periodical on this con- 
tinent, or on any continent, that 
has as much healing medicine for 
unsaved souls in it as THE SworpD 
OF THE LorD. It is perhaps the only 
paper of its kind—devoted to Gos- 
pel evangelism. There is enough 
healing medicine in every issue of 
it to save any sinner that will 
read and accept the truth pub- 
lished in its pages. The best ser- 
mons of the best preachers of the 
past and present are printed in 
it, week after week. Many sin- 
ners have found salvation through 
its sermons, and many saints have 
found health and vigor to their 


souls through its messages . to 
them. 
Let me illustrate with three 


examples that have come under 
my own notice. 

A man in prison read a sermon 
in THE SwWoRD OF THE LorpD. He 
wrote the editor: ‘Dear Brother 
Rice: I have read ... sermon on 

. | know that I am a poor, un- 
done, lost: sinner. I believe that 
Jesus Christ died to pay for my 
sins, and that He is now willing 
to forgive and save me. ... Today 
I take Jesus as my Saviour and I 
write this to let you know.” 

A Filipino high school student 
received a copy of THE SWORD OF 
THE LorD. He read a gospel ser- 
mon appearing in its pages. All 
the way from the Philippine Is- 
lands he sent this letter to the 
author of that sermon. ‘Dear ... 
Having read your sermon on... I 
am really convinced that I am a 
poor, undone, and lost sinner. As 
your sermon sank deep down into 
my heart, I have realized and 
believed that Jesus Christ died to 
pay for my sins, and that He is 
now willing to forgive and save 
me.” I honestly and sincerely be- 
lieve that God can say and does 


I had a meal in India one day}! 


say of THE SworD OF THE LORD 


and its sermons and literatiire, 
“Thou hast healing medicines.” 

Saints, too, find in the pages 
of THE SWORD OF THE LorRD whai. 
Paul said to Timothy. You know, 
there is a rather strange verse 
in that letter to Timothy. It is 
this of chapter 4:16: “Take heed 
unto thyself, and unto the doc- 
trine; continue in them: for in 
doing this thou shalt both save 
thyself, and them that hear thee.” 
But Timothy was “saved” and so 
were many of his hearers. How 
then could Paul tell Timothy to 
“save” himself and “them” that 
heard him, no doubt, from Sunday 
to Sunday? The meaning of the 
verse is simply this: that by con- 
tinuing in the “doctrine” of Christ, 
both he and they would preserve 
their souls in spiritual health. 

Here is a letter from a ministcr 
of the Gospel, who read an article 
for believers in THE SWORD OF THE 
LorpD. “Nothing like this ever finds 
its way into our church paper.” 
Then concerning the subject mat- 
ter of the sermon, he wrote, 
which so little is said in our de 
nomination today.” 


4, Revival Campaigns 


God has given to this couniry 
ereat revival preachers, such as 
John R. Rice, Billy Graham, Hy- 
man Appelman, Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., 
and many more. These preache:s 
are constantly holding great meet- 
ings. More perhaps than is recoy- 
nized, these preachers and thew 
great meetings are proving the 
“salt” of this country. God is say=’ 
ing many souls in our land 
through them. You may attend 
these gatherings, and find in their 
preaching healing medicines for 
your soul. 


5. The True Gospel Radio Ministry 


We have the largest and great- 
est Gospel radio ministries in the 


earth: You who are sin-sick should 


tune in these true-to-the-Bible 
radio ministries—you will find, a 
hundreds have, healing for your 
souls. 

If the reader is a member of 
any of the religious systems or 
cults mentioned in this sermon, cr 
any not mentioned—those that aie 
outside of Biblical Christianity, I 
have to tell you in the words of 
my text, “Thou hast no healing 
medicines” in those’ teachings. 
Listen to the testimony of one wha 
tried other remedies, and then 
found Christ. 

I tried the broken cisterns, Lord, 

But ah! the waters failed; 

E’en as I stooped to drink RNs a 
fled, 

And mocked me as I waild. 


Now, none but Christ can satisfy, 
None other name for me: 
There’s love, and life, and lasting 
joy, 
Lord Jesus, found in Thee. 
Reader of this sermon, are yow 
sin-sick? Do you desire healing for 


Divine medicine testified: “Bless 
the Lord, O my soul ... Who for- 
giveth all thine iniquities; who 
healeth all thy diseases” (Ps. 103: 
1; :3)) 
The Great Physician now is near, 
The sympathizing Jesus; 
He speaks the drooping heart to 
cheer. 
Oh, hear the voice of Jesus, 


— THE END — 
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(Continued from page 9) 


the verse, I said, ‘John wrote this 
Gospel that ‘ye might believe that 


Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 


God,’ will you take this Gospel 


@m@meanad read it, not trying to believe 
Gt, but simply with a fair mind, 


willing to believe it if it approves 
itself to you as true?” 

He said, “I have read it time 
and time again, and could quote 
a good deal of it.” 

I said, ‘I want you to read it in 
a new way; read a few verses at 
a time, ask God for light each 
time you read, and promise to 
act upon so much as you see to 
be true.’ 

This the man promised to do, 
but closed by saying, “There is 
nothing in it, my case is very 
peculiar.” I went over again the 
Various points and bade the man 
good-bye. 

A short time after I met him 
again. He hurried up to me, and 
almost the first words he said 
were, “There is something in 
that.” 

I replied, “I knew that before.” 

“Why, he said, “ever since I 
have done what I promised you 
to do, it is just as if I*had been 
taken up to the Niagara river and 
was being carried along.” 

Some weeks after I met the 
man again; his doubts had all 
gone. The teachings of the men 
he had formerly listened to with 
delight,.had become utter foolish- 
ness to him. He had put himself 
in a way to find out the truth of 
God, and God had made it known 
to him, and he had become a be- 
liever in Jesus Christ as God's 
Son, and the Bible as God’s Word. 


There is no more interesting 
class, and no easier class to deal 
with, than honest skeptics. Many 
are.afraid to tackle them, but 
there is no need of this. There is 
a way out of skepticism into faith 
laid down in the Bible that is 
absolutely sure if any one will 
take it. As for skeptics who are 
triflers, it is not best to spend 
much time on them, but simply 
to give them some _— searching 
jassages of Scripture, and to look 

the Spirit of God to carry the 
Word home. 


III. Special Classes of Skeptics 


1. Those Who Doubt the Existence 
of God 


The passages given under I. and 

TI. may be used with this class, 
and usually it is wise to use them 
before the specific passages given 
under this head. 


(1) An excellent passage to use 
with those who claim to doubt 
the existence of God is Romans 
1:19-22: 7 


“Because that which may be 
known of God is manifest in them; 
for God hath shewed it unto them. 
For the invisible things of him 
from the creation of the world 
are clearly seen, BEING UNDER- 
STOOD BY THE THINGS THAT 
ARE MADE, even his eternal 
power and Godhead; so that they 
are without excuse: Because that, 
WHEN THEY KNEW GOD, 
THEY GLORIFIED HIM NOT 
AS GOD, NEITHER WERE 
THANKFUL; but became vain in 
their imaginations, and their fool- 
ish heart -was darkened. Profess- 
ing themselves to be wise, they 
became fools.” 

Ask the doubter to read this 
passage carefully. When he has 
done so, you can say to him, “Of 
course you never saw God, but 
this verse tells us how the invis- 
ible things of Him whom we have 
never seen can be known, and 
how is it?” “By the things that 
are made.” “What does Paul say 
we can understand by the things 
that are made?” “His eternal 
power and Godhead.” “Is not this 
true, do not the facts of nature 
prove an intelligent creator?” 

It is well sometimes to illustrate 
by a watch or something of that 
sort. Show the inquirer a watch 
and ask him if he believes it had 
an intelligent maker, and why he 
thinks so; then ask him about his 
eye which shows more marks of 
intelligence in its construction 
than a watch, or anything man 
ever made. 

Having dealt upon this argu- 
ment and made it clear, ask him 
what God says those are who do 
not believe in God as revealed in 
His works. Bring out the fact 
that God says they are ‘without 
excuse.” Then you can say to him, 
“The twenty-first verse tells us 
why men get in the dark about 
God.” Have him read this verse 
also. “According to this verse, 
why is it that men get in the 
dark about God?” “Because that, 
when they knew God, they glori- 
fied Him not as God, neither were 
thankful.” “Is not this true about 


you? Was there not a time when: 


you knew God, believed that there 
was a God, but did not glorify 
Him as God, neither returned 
thanks to Him? 

“What does God say is the re- 
sult of this course?” “They be- 
came vain in their imaginations, 
and their foolish heart was dark- 
ened.” ‘Now is this not precisely 
your case? Has not your foolish 
heart been darkened by not glori- 
fying God when you knew Him? 
Now the’ twenty-second verse 
describes such persons; exactly 


what does it say about them?” 


“Professing themselves to be wise, 
they became fools.”’ 

In something the same way you 
can use Psalm 19:1, 2: 


“The heavens declare the glory 
of God; and the firmament shew- 
eth his handiwork. Day unto day 
uttereth speech, and night unto 
night sheweth knowledge.” 


“According to this passage, what 
declares to us the glory of God?” 
“The heavens.” “What shows His 
handiwork?” “The firmament.” 
“Do you know anything about the 
stars?’ Let the skeptic tell what 
he knows about the stars. If he 
knows nothing, tell him something 
about their greatness, their mag- 
nitude, and their wonderful move- 
ments, and then ask him if it does 
not indicate a wonderful creator. 
Endeavor to make him see that 
he is not honest in his denial of 
God. 


(2) Tell him that there is still 
one verse you wish to give him, 
and that. you hope he will bear 
in mind that it is not you who 
says it, but God; and that it ap- 
plies to his case exactly. Then 
have him read the first half of 
Psalm 14:1: 

“The fool hath said in his heart, 
There is no God.” 


When he has read it, ask him 
who it is according to this verse, 
who says “there is no God.” “The 
fool.” “Where is it that he says 
there is no God?” “In his heart.” 
“Why is it then that the fool says 
there is no God; is it because he 
cannot believe in God, or because 
he does not wish to believe in 
God?” You can add that the folly 
of saying in one’s heart there is 
no Gad, is seen in two points; first, 
because there is a God, and it is 
folly to say there is not one when 
there is; and second, because the 
doctrine that there is not“a God 
always brings misery and wretch- 
edness. Put it right to the man, 
and ask him if he ever knew a 
happy atheist. Before leaving him, 
you can tell him that he is losing 
the greatest blessing-for time and 
for eternity, by doubting the exist- 
ence of God. Turn him to Romans 
6:23 and show him that this is so: 

“The wages of sin is death; but 
the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

When he has read the verse, say 
to him, “This verse tells us that 
we have our choice between eter- 


nal death, which is the wages that. 


we have earned by sin, and eternal 


life, which is the gift of God; 


but of course if we do not believe 
in God, we cannot look to Him for 
this gift.” You can further tell 
him that in his presént state of 
mind it is impossible for him to 
do anything that pleases God, and 
show him Hebrews 11:6 and have 
him read it if he will, and if he 
will not, ‘read it to him. 
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2. Those Who Doubt That the 
Bible Is the Word of God 


The method of dealing with 
honest skeptics described above 
is, aS a rule, the best method of 
dealing with this class, but other 
plans will be used with some. 

(1) Oftentimes men say, “I do 
not believe the Bible as a whole 
is the Word of God, but I accept 
what Jesus Christ says.” If one 
Says this, get him to take his 
stand clearly and definitely upon 
this statement, that he accepts 
the authority of Jesus Christ. Get 
him to commit himself to this 
point. When he has done it, say 
to him, “Well, if you accept the 
authority of Jesus Christ, you 
must accept the authority of the 
whole Old Testament, for Jesus 
Christ has set the seal of His 
authority to the entire book.” This 
the man will not believe at first, 
but turn him to Mark 7:13; show 
him the context, thereby proving 
to him that Jesus here calls the 
law of Moses the Word of God. 


‘Then say .to him, “If you accept 


the authority of Jesus, you must 


j}aecept the authority of at least 


the first five books of the Bible 
as being the Word of God. You 
can follow this up by Matthew 5: 
18: 

“For verily I say unto you, Till 
heaven and earth pass, one jot or 
one tittle shall in no wise pass 
from the law, till all be fulfilied.” 


Here Jesus sets His authority to 
the absolute inerrancy of the Old 
Testament law. Then turn him to 
John 10:35: 


“If he called them gods, unto 
whom the word of God came, and 
THE SCRIPTURE CANNOT BE 
BROKEN,” 

Show him how that here Jesus 
quotes a passage from the Psalms 
(Ps. 82:6), and says that the 
Scripture cannot be broken, and 
hereby sets the stamp of His 
authority to the absolute iner- 
rancy of the entire Old Testament 
Scriptures. Turn him next to Luke 
ye, ee 

“And beginning at Moses and 
all the prophets, he expounded 
unto them in all the scriptures 
the things concerning himself.’ 


Show him from this passage how 
Jesus quoted the entire Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures, Moses and the 
prophets, as being of conclusive 
authority. Then go on to the 44th 
verse, and call his attention to 
the fact that Jesus said that “all 


were written in the law of Moses, 
and in the prophets, and in the 
Psalms.” Remind him that the 
Jew divided his Bible, the present 
Old Testament Scriptures; into 
three parts, the Law, the Pro- 
phets and the Psalms, and that 
Jesus took up each one of these 
parts in detail, and set the stamp 
of His authority upon the whole. 
Therefore hold him to the point 
that if he accepts the authority 
of Christ, he must accept the 
authority of the whole Old Testa- 
ment, ‘and he has already said that 
he did accept the authority of 


Christ. ° 


To prove that Christ set the 
Stamp of His authority. to. the. 
New Testament,’ take him to.John 
14:26: 

“But the Comforter, which is 
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father 
will send in my name, he shail 
teach you all things, and bring 
all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you.” 
- Here Jesus plainly declares that 
not only would the teaching of the 
apostles be true, but that it would 


| contain all the truth, and further- 


more, that their recollection of 
what He Himself said, would not 


«~ ‘|| be’their own recollection, but the 


recollection of the Holy Ghost. 
Follow this up with John 16:12, 


13: 


“T have yet many things to say 
unto you, but ye cannot . bear 
them now. Howbeit when he, the 
Spirit of truth, is come, he will 
guide you into all truth: for he 
shall not speak of himself; but 
whatsoever he shall hear, that 
shall he speak: and he will shew 
you things to come.” 


| Show him that Jesus Himself, 


|} said, “I have yet many things to 


‘say unto you, but ye cannot bear 
‘them now. Howbeit when he, the 
Spirit of truth, is come, he will 
}guide you into all truth.” There- 


|| fore, tell him, that Jesus said the 
jJapostles would be taught of the 
| Holy Spirit, that the Holy Spirit. 
| Would guide them into all the 
|truth, and that their teaching 


would be more complete than His 


things must be fulfilled, which 


,own. “Therefore, if you accept 


the authority of Jesus, you must 
accept the authority of the entire 
New Testament.” 

(2) If the objector says that 
Paul never claimed that his teach- 
ings were the Word of God, turn 
him to I Thessalonians 2:13: 

“For this cause also thank we 
God without ceasing, because 
when ye received THE WORD OF 
GOD WHICH YE HEARD OF US, 
ye received it not as the word of 
men, BUT AS IT IS IN TRUTH, 
THE WORD OF GOD, which ef- 
fectually worketh also in you that 
believe.” 

(3) A passage which is useful 
as describing the character. of 
Bible inspiration is II Peter 1:21: 

“For the prophecy came not in 
old time by the will of man: but 
holy men of God SPAKE AS 
THEY WERE MOVED BY THE 
HOLY GHOST.” 

First Corinthians 2:14 is useful as 
proving verbal inspiration (see 
especially Am. R. V.). 

(4) Sometimes it is well to say 
to the doubter, “The Bible itself 


explains why it is that you do _ 
not believe the Bible is the Word 


of God.” Then show him John 8: 
47. Follow this up by § saying, 
“That you do not believe the Bible 
is God’s word.does not alter the 
fact,” and show him Romans 3:3, 
4: 

“For what if some did not be- 
lieve? shall their unbelief make 
the faith of God without effect? 
God forbid: yea, let God be true, 
but every man a liar; as it is 
written, That thow mightest be 
justified in thy sayings, and might- 
est overcome when thou art 
judged.” 

You can go further yet and say, 
that God Himself tells us that 
there is awful guilt attaching to 
the one who will not believe the 
record that He has given, and 
then show him I John 5:10: 


“He that believeth on the Son 
of God hath the witness in him- 
self: HE THAT BELIEVETH 
NOT GOD HATH MADE HIM A 


LIAR; because he believeth not* 


the record that God gave of his 
Son.” . 


Ask him when he has read it, 


“What does God say here of the 
one who does not believe the re- 


cord that He has given of His 
and make him see that 


Son?” 
God says he has made God a liar. 

(5) Finally you may use Luke 
16: al: 

“And he said, Nay, father Abra- 
ham: but if one went unto them 
from the dead, they will repent. 
And he said unto him, If they 
hear not Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded, 
though one rose from the dead.” 


Before reading it, say, “Well, 
God says that the case of one who 
will not listen to the Bible 
is very desperate. Just read and 
see what He says upon this point,” 
and then have him read the verse. 


8. Those Who Doubt the Divinity 
of Christ 


It is. very common in our day 
to have men Say. that they believe 


in God, but they do not believe.- 


that Jesus Christ’ was the Son of 
God. The best way; as a rule, to 
deal with such, is along the line 
described. in I. and II., especially 
under II.; but sometimes there is 
a man- who has real difficulties 
on this point, and it is well to 
meet him squarely. 

(1) In the first place, show such 
a one that we find several divine 
titles applied to Christ, the same 
titles being applied to Christ in 
the New Testament that are ap- 
plied to Jehovah in the Old; Acts 
10:36; I Corinthians 2:8; compare 
Psalm 24:8-10: 

“The word which God sent unto 
the children of Israel, preaching 
peace by Jesus. Christ: (he is 
LORD OF ALL).’—Acts 10:36. 

“Which none of the princes of 
this. world knew: for had they 
known it, they would not have 
crucified THE LORD OF 
GLORY.”’—I Cor. 2:8. 


“Who is this King of glory? The 


Lord strong and mighty, the Lord 
mighty .in battle. Lift up your 
heads, O ye gates; even lift them 


wp, ye everlasting doors; and the ~ 


King of glory shall came in. WHO 


IS THIS KING OF GLORY? 


THE LORD OF HOSTS, HE IS 
THE KING OF GLORY. Selah.” 
—Ps. 24:8-10. 

Hebrews 1:8; John 20:28; Ro- 
mans 9:5; Revelation 1:17, com- 
pare Isaiah 44:6: | | 
“But unto the Son he saith, Thy 

(Continued on page 11) © 
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throne, O God, is for ever and 
“ever: a sceptre of righteousness is 
the sceptre of thy kingdom.”— 
Heb, 1:8. 

“And Thomas answered and 

said unto him, My Lord and my 
God.”—John 20:28. 
—“Whose are the fathers, and of 
whom as concerning the _ flesh 
Christ came, who is over all, GOD 
BLESSED FOREVER. Amen.”— 
Rom. 9:5. 

“And when I saw him, I fell at 
his feet as dead, And he laid his 
right hand wpon me, saying unto 
me, Fear not; I AM THE FIRST 
AND THE LAST.”—Rev. 1:17%. 


“THUS SAITH THE LORD the 
King of Israel, and his redeemer 
the LORD of hosts; I AM THE 
FIRST, AND I AM THE LAST; 
and beside me there is no God.”’— 
Isa. 44:6. 


(2) Show him further that of- 
fices are ascribed to Christ that 
only God could fill. For this pur- 
pose use Hebreys 1:3, 10: 

“Who being the brightness of 
his glory, and the express image 
of his person, and UPHOLDING 
ALL THINGS BY THE WORD 
OF HIS POWER, when he had by 
himself purged our sims, sat down 
on the right hand of the Majesty 
on high.” 

“And, Thou, Lord, in the .begin- 
ning hast LAID THE FOUNDA- 
TION OF THE HEARTH; and THE 
HEAVENS ARE THE WORKS 
OF THINE HANDS.” 

(3) Show him that the Bible 
expressly declares that Jesus 
Christ should be worshiped as 
God. Use for this purpose Hebrews 
1:6; Philippians 2:10; John 5:22, 
23; compare Revelation 5:13: 

“And again, when he bringeth 
in the firstbegotten into the world, 
he saith, AND LET ALL THE 
ANGELS OF GOD WORSHIP 
HIM.”’—Heb. 1:6. 

“That AT THE NAME OF 
JHSUS every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth.” 
—Phil, 2:10. 

“For the Father judgeth . no 
man, but hath committed all judg- 


ment unto the Son: That all men 


should honour the Son, EVEN AS 
THEY HONOUR THE FATHER. 
He that honoureth not the Son 
honoureth not the Father which 
hath sent him.’—John 5:22, 23. 
“And every creature which is in 
heaven, and on the earth, and 
under the earth, and such as are 
in the sea, and all that are in 
them, heard I saying, Blessing, 
and honour, and glory, and power, 
be unto him that sitteth wpon the 
throne, AND UNTO THE LAMB 


for ever and ever.’’—Rev. 5:13. 
(4) Show him that Jesus 
claimed the same honor as His 


Father, and either He was divine, 
or the most blaspehemous impos- 
tor that ever lived. For this pur- 
pose use John 5:22, 23. Drive home 
the truth that the one who denies 
Christ’s divinity puts Him in the 
place of a blasphemous impostor. 
Mark 14: 61, 62: 

“But he held his peace, and 
answered nothing. Again the high 
priest asked him, and said unto 
him, Art thou the Christ, the Son 
of the Blessed? And JESUS SAID, 
I AM: and ye shall see the Son 
of man sitting on the right hand 
of power, and coming in the clouds 
of heaven.” (see vss. 63, 64). 


(5) In the next place show him 
that the Bible says the one who 
denies the divinity -of Christ, no 
matter who he may be, is a liar 
and an antichrist. For this pur- 
pose use I John 2:22, 23, com- 
pared with I John 5:1, 5: 
“WHO IS A. LIAR BUT HE 
THAT DENIETH THAT JESUS 
IS THE CHRIST? He is anti- 
christ, that denieth the Father and 
the Son. Whosoever denieth the 
Son, the same hath not the 
Father: [but| he that acknowl- 
edgeth the Son hath the Father 
also,” 

“Whosoever believeth that Jesus 
is the Christ is born of God: and 
every one that loveth him that 
begat loveth him also that is be- 
botten of him.” 

“Who is he that overcometh 
the world, but he that believeth 
that Jesus is the Son of God?” 

First John 1:10-12 shows that he 
_ Who does not believe that Jesus 
is ‘divine makes God a liar, ‘“‘be- 
cause he believeth not the record 
that God gave of his Son.” 


| 


(6) Make it clear to the inquirer 
that God regards it as a matter of 
awful folly and guilt deserving the 
worst punishment, to reject Christ 
as the Son of God. For this pur- 
pose use Hebrews 10:28, 29: 


“He that despised Moses’ law 
died without mercy under two or 
three witnesses: Of how much 
sorer punishment, suppose ye, shail 
he be thought worthy, who hath 
trodden under foot the Son of God, 
and hath counted the blood of the 
covenant, wherewith he was sanc- 
tified, an unholy thing, and hath 
done despite unto the Spirit of 
grace?” 

Follow this up with John 8:24 
which shows beyond a question 
that one who does not believe in 
the divinity of Christ cannot be 
saved, and John 20:31 which shows 
that we obtain life through be- 
lieving that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God. 

(7) I have found that making 
clear the fact that Christ rose 
from the dead, and that this was 
God’s seal to His claim to be 
divine, is very helpful in dealing 
with many who have doubts as to 
His divinity. I have also found 
Acts 9:20 very helpful: 

“And straightway he preached 
Christ in the synagogues, THAT 
HE IS THE SON OF GOD.” 


I call attention to who it was 
in this verse that declared Jesus 
to be the Son of God, namely Saul 
of Tarsus. I then bring out what 
it was that led Paul to say this; 
that is, his actually seeing Jesus 
in the glory, and hearing the 
words that He spoke to him. Then 
I make it clear that one of three 
things is true; either Saul actually 
saw Jesus in the glory, or else he 
lied about it, or else he was de- 
ceived, being in a heated state of 
imagination or something of that 
kind. Then I show how he could 
not have lied about it, for men 
do not manufacture a lie for the 
sake of suffering for it thirty or 
thirty-five years. 

Second, I show that the circum- 
stances were such as to preclude 
the possibility of an optical delu- 
sion, or an overheated state of the 
imagination, for not only did Paul 
see the light, but those who were 
with him, and those who were 
with him also heard the‘ voice 
speaking, though they did not 
hear what the voice said. Further- 
more, there was a second man, 
Ananias, who received a commis- 
sion independently, to go to Saul 
and lay hands upon him, and his 
eyes would be opened, and Saul’s 
eyes were opened, which of course 
could not be the result of imagina- 
tion. So Saul of Tarsus~ must 
actually have seen Christ in the 
glory, and if he did, in the way 
described, it settles it beyond ques- 
tion that Jesus is the Son of God; 
so the divinity of Christ is not a 
theological speculation, but an 
established fact. 


4. Those Who Doubt the Doctrine 
of Future Punishment, or the 
Conscious, Endless Suffering 
of the Lost 


As a rule it is not wise to dis- 
cuss this difficulty with one who 
is not an out-and-out. Christian. 
No one who has not surrendered 
his will and his mind to Jesus 
Christ is in a position to discuss 
the details of future punishment, 
but if one is skeptical on this 
point, though a Christian (in that 
he has accepted Christ as a per- 
sonal Saviour) it is well to show 
him the teaching of God’s Word. 
A great deal is made by those 
who deny the conscious, endless 
suffering of the lost, of the words 
“death” and “destruction,” which 
are said to mean annihilation, or 
at least nonconscious existence. 
Say to such a one, “Let us see 
how the Bible defines its own 
terms.” 
what death means when used in 
the Scriptures as the punishment 
of the wicked: 

“But the fearful, and unbeliev- 
ing, and the abominable, and mur- 
derers, and whoremongers, 
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all 
liars, shall have their part in the 
lake which burneth with fire and 
hrimstone: WHICH IS THE 
SECOND DEATH.” 


Revelation 17:8 compared with 


Revelation 19:20 shows’ what 
“perdition” (same Greek word. as 
translated elsewhere ‘“destruc- 


tion’) means in the Scriptures : 


Revelation 21:8 defines } 


and. 


“The beast that thou sawest 
was, and i not; and shall ascend 
out of the bottomless pit, and go 
INTO PERDITION: and. they that 
dwell on the earth shall wonder, 
whose names were not written in 
the book of life from the founda- 
tion of the world, when they be- 
hold the beast that was, and is 
not, and yet is.”—Rev. 17:8. 


“And the beast was taken, and 
with him the false prophet that 
wrought miracles before him, with 
which he deceived them that had 
received the mark of the beast, 
and them that worshipped his 
image. These both were cast alive 
INTO A LAKE OF FIRE BURN- 
ING WITH BRIMSTONE.’— 
Rev. 19:20. 


Revelation 17:8 tells us that the 
beast was to go into “perdition” 
(destruction), Revelation 19:20 
tells us just where the beast 
went, “into the lake of fire burn- 
ing with brimstone.’ This then 
is “perdition.’”’ But Revelation 20: 
10 shows us the beast still there 
at the end of one thousand years, 
and being still consciously tor- 
mented, and to be tormented day 
and night forever and ever. This 
then is what the-Bible means by 
“perdition” or “destruction,” con- 
scious torment forever and ever in 
a lake of fire. Revelation 20:15 
shows that those who are sub- 
jected to the terrible retribution 
here described, are those who are 
not found written in the book of 
life: 

“And whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was cast 
into the lake of fire.” 

Matthew 10:28 shows that there 
is a destruction for the soul apart 
from the destruction for the body: 


“And fear not them which kill 
the body, but are not able to 
kill the soul: but rather fear him 
which is able to destroy both soul 
and body in hell.’ 

Luke 12:5 shows that after one 
is killed, (and is of course dead), 
there is still punishment in Hell: 

“But I will forewarn you whom 
ye shall fear: Fear him, which 
AFTER HE HATH KILLED hath 
power to cast into hell; yet, I say 
unto you, Fear him.’ 

Mark 3:28, 29, R. V., shows that 
there is such a thing as an eternal 
sin: 

“Verily I say unto you, All their 
sins shall be forgiven unto the 
sons of men, and their blasphem- 
ies wherewith soever they shall 
blaspheme: but whosoever shall 
blaspheme against the Holy Spirit 
hath never forgiveness, but is 
guilty of AN ETERNAL SIN.’ 

Luke 16:23-26 shows that the 
condition of the wicked dead is 
one of conscious torment. 

Mark 14:21 shows that the ret- 
ribution visited upon the wicked 
is of so terrible a character, that 
it would be better for him upon 
whom it is visited if he had never 
been born: 

“The Son of man indeed goeth, 
as it is written of him: but woe to 
that man by whom the Son of 
man is betrayed! good were it for 
that man if he had never been 
born.” 

Second Peter 2:4 and Jude 6 
show that Hell is not a place where 
the inhabitants cease to exist, but 
where they are reserved alive for 
the purposes of God: 

“For if God spared not the 
angels that sinned, but cast them 
down to hell, and delivered them 
into chains of darkness, TO BE 
RESERVED UNTO JUDG- 
MENT.” 

“And the angels which kept not 
their first estate, but left their 
own habitation, he HATH RE- 
SHRVEHED. IN EVERLASTING 
CHAINS under darkness unto the 
judgment of the great day.” 

Hebrews 10:28, 29 shows that 
while the punishment for the 
transgression- of the Mosaic law 
was death, sorer punishment 
awaits those who have trodden 
under foot the Son of: God. 


~Matthew 25:41 shows that the 
wicked go to.the place prepared 


‘for the Devil and his angels, and 


share the same endless conscious 
torment: 

“Then shall he say also wide 
them on. the left hand, Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels.” 

The character of this place and 
the duration of its punishment 
is very clearly stated in Revela- 
tion 19:20 and 20:10. 
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(Continued from page 4) 
cension? What logic can possibly 


exclusive use our Lord makes of 
this term whenever speaking 
about Himself if one were to 
question the fact of His Deity? 
How will you interpret Jesus’ 
strange refusal to be _ called 
“good,” in the incident given by 
Luke in his previous chapter, un- 
less you accept the simple fact 
of the case, namely, that Jesus 
insisted on His being God and re- 
fused to accept any compromise 
on the issue? Our Lord thus turns 
down His young interviewer's 
polite compliment and reminds 
him that He is not a good master 
merely, but God. 

But if these . words prove 
Christ’s Deity, they also prove 


(2) His Incarnation. 

What a blessed Gospel I am 
called to preach to you, brethren! 
You all know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that, though 
He was rich, yet for your sakes 
He became poor, that you, through 
His poverty, might be rich. You 
have certainly heard of one Christ 
“Who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God: but made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a servant, and was made 
in the likeness of men: And be- 
ing found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross.” 


And so it is that by the side 


ee | 


for each other. 


seeking Saviour and a seeking: 
sinner, 


1. The Seeking Sinner 


There was a man named Zac- 
chaeus, says Luke, “and he sought 


ness of the blind man just healed 
outside of Jericho, or was it the 
ill fame of Jesus among Zac- 
chaeus’ own enemies—the Phari- 
sees—that had set him on his 
errand? Did Zacchaeus seek to see 
Jesus because he had felt the 


curiosity? Curiosity has often been 
used by the Devil to lead one 
astray, as in the case of Eve. But 


same means to bring people to 
Christ. The Lord does like to 
break the Devil’s back with his 
own stick. “Curiosity and simplic- 
ity,” says John Calvin, “are a sort 
of preparation for faith.” This 
proved to be the case with Zac- 
chaeus. Like the boy who, warned 
by his mother against repeating 
his request for water, asked: “And 
will you give me a drink of water, 
mother, when you do get .out of 
bed in order to spank me?’’—the 
Jericho publican had set his heart 
on seeing Jesus. Nothing would 
stand in his way. 


“He could not,’ says Luke, sum- 
ming up the technical difficulties 
confronting Zacchaeus. Any other 
man would have given up immed- 
iately. But not so Jericho's chief 


be touched “with the feeling” of 
the poor, lost publican’s infirmi- 
ties. What a contrast indeed be- 
tween the blameless, holy Son of 
man and Jeriche’s vile prodigal! 
And yet, how the two rub should- 
ers by that sycamore tree. Let us 
follow them closely. How per- 
fectly they both play their re- 
spective parts in this great drama! 


II. The Two Acts 


It is somewhat difficult to de- 
cide. on their chronological order. 
Which of these two was the first 
to initiate the search for the 
other? When one first reads the 
story, he is apt to suspect that 
these two men are engaged in a 
hide-and-seek game, just like it 
was in Eden, perhaps, when Adam 
went into hiding and God went 
out to fetch him.’ But on reading 
Luke’s careful description more 
closely, one is struck by the fact 
that both Jericho’s lost son and 
the Son of man were out. looking 
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of Zacchaeus we see One who can | 


publican. “Little” he might be, but 
!he could run.~He was short, but 
‘he could climb. Referring to the 
man’s earnestness and also to his 
subsequent repentance and honest 
confession in the eighth verse, 
Alexander Whyte, the 
Scottish preacher, gives Zacchaeus 
this deserving appraisal: “Brave 
little gentleman! By that noble 
speech of thine thou hast added 
more than many cubits to thy 
stature!” 


(Continued on page 12) 
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need for a Saviour, or was it sheer. 


famous’ 


Be that as it may, it is more. 
than evident in the story that. 


Leave a neat *' 


. 
‘ 


— 
— 
_-——_—_-“-- —_——“ = i—— eee ——————————————— al 


ie 


cea yh? ste. 


4 
%. 


Se 


YP tS s 


* > ov: a 
aay: r ore FY Awe : ‘. 


— oe is ets ete ak 
het Date ————————— ld 
om bate sie Escala ‘ 


© te ath. * - 
A DRE AE eet 


song? 


* nrg a SRO Ramp nat sigh ea Poa ee 


¢ 
> 
- 
 B 
’ 
- 
> 
a 
- 
: 
. 
‘ 
S 
: 


F : 2 ee bs ft ~ 
ry . ye Sar Soe ety ie. 2 " ne P ~ 3 aor, ih & {-n5 z , a 2 
im See fae. Sort: oe me pee : aan Sr ee - 
R , / dig? ace “ Rak en aA Ee 4 pe A Me a ere oP Ae or rege Paes és 
- <i 
r 
{ " 
ba 
‘ @ 


‘= er 


dy 


“ oe 
aperoam " ind ace 
a : - 4 x i 4 oe Pas te ort? ss ea ee | 
5 ge Paap. sie < lay yeaa ae aceaiin emectiatiiedl CP he 1 ERED scr lah, Oe Repay ea ns ey “ us . i iilien » 


Zacchaeus’ 


‘ing for Jericho’s lost son. 


ae 


Page Twelve 


I wees SEO Khe cone alternate We erage ae Dia 8a 6 Vt 
i i : . 
| youn re f 
» fa b 
v g 4 


ed 
-% * 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


8 Od a» oe Co ewiss 


he OR et eee mm wetness 


- 


Friday, August 6, 1954 


- 


The Story of 


(Continued from page 11) 


hurdle race would 
have ended in despair but for the 
fact that the One he sought was 
«lready out on the highway look- 
But 
for the initiative of the Son of 
man who had come to seek and to 
gave that which was lost, Zac- 
«haeus would have gone back to 
his toll booth like a frustrated 
hunter. And if I cherish any hopes 
for your salvation today, dear 
friends, I certainly base them not 
on the fact that you are here, 
nor on the evident earnestness 
with which you sit out there 
Jistening to me, but rather on the 
fact that this great Son of man, 
even Jesus the Christ of God, is 
in our midst at this very hour, 
on the look-out for you. 


2. The Seeking Saviour 


This moves me deeply, brethren. 
Of all the great acts of God, this 
one deserves a warm place in our 
hearts. Is it to .be accounted a 
little thing that our Creator has 
«ome down to this wicked world 
in search of us? That He has come 
down in person to redeem you and 
me? I can certainly find no ade- 
quate words to appraise the love 
which was responsible for so great 
a condescension. 


Of all the stories I have heard 
Americans relate about their 
great President Abraham Lincoln, 
I like this one best. It was a cold, 
winter night. As the President 
made his way through the wet, 
muddy streets of the little town 
he was visiting, his ear caught 
the pitiful cry of a little girl. 
Asked what was the matter, she 
explained how her mother had sent 
her on an errand and how she 
slipped and fell, losing the dime 
with which she was to have made 
the required purchase. Abraham 
Lincoln was naturally touched by 
the girl’s simple story. Any one of 
us would have been touched. And 
what could be easier than drying 
the young lady’s tears with a new, 
shining dime? It would certainly 
te the most natural course to fol- 


ae But instead, Lincoln did this 


rery unique thing: he took off his 
jacket, rolled up his shirt sleeves, 
and stooping down over the mud- 
dy road, he patiently sought for 
the lost dime. Finding it, he 
washed ‘off the mud, handed it 
back to the girl and sent her off 
on her way rejoicing. 

It is precisely this personal act 
on the part of God, brethren, that 
makes the Gospel the good news 
it is. “And without controversy 
ereat is the mystery of godliness: 
<;od was manifest in the flesh.”’ 
When one reads the inspired re- 
eord of Genesis, he is not struck 
by any extraordinary sense of the 
ecostliness of creation. All that the 
(reator needed to do was to speak 
the word, and all things came into 
being. But read the Gospel record 
of the incarnation. Then follow 
the Son of man on His Via Dolo- 
rosa. Watch Him giving His life 
blood for fallen, sinful man. Then 
tell me your honest opinion: has 
it cost God anything to redeem 
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Two Seekers 


you? And was this great sacrifice 
necessary? Was it not possible for 
God to follow a less costly way? 
Why, for instance, not let the old 
world go to pieces, once sin spoiled 
it, and then proceed to make a 
new world on the pattern of the 


old? Why not? Here is_ the 
answer: “For God so loved the 
world...’—this old, sinful, lost 
world— “...that he gave his only 


begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish 
‘i.e. get lost|, but have everlasting 
life.’ That is the secret. This is 
the mystery. of godliness! That 
God so loved Adam’s sons and 
daughters who got lost, that He 
would in no wise let them go. 
He is therefore come.in the person 
of His only begotten Son. He is 
right here, “passing through’”’ the 
world’s accursed Jerichos, expect- 
antly stopping over earth’s muddy 
roads, seeking that which was lost. 
He is not willing that any should 
perish. He “wilk have all men to 
be saved, and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth.” 


Now, dear friend, you have 
played your part in this great 
drama. Whether you admit it or 
not, you are lost. You cannot get 
away from the fact that you are 
a sinner. Like Zacchaeus, you need 
to be saved. It may well be that 
you, too, are seeking for the 
Saviour. Your coming to church 
this morning should be a clear 
evidence of that. But whether you 
do admit it or not, this one fact 
becomes more than clear: “The 
Son of man is come’ to find you. 
That is God’s great Act which 
we have been talking about. And 
once God decides to act, He acts 
swiftly. With what results? “This 
day is salvation come to this 
house’! How soon the whole Act 
comes to a climax! One can hardly 
grasp the last few steps that lead 
to it. It is all a matter of a few 
brief moments: 


(1) Jesus passes through Jeri- 
cho. He is on His way to Jeru- 
salem. The urgency of this last 
trip to the place of His sacrifice 
is such that He can hardly spare 
any time. There are, too, better 
and safer roads to Jerusalem than 
this one leading through Jericho. 
Then,:~one would hardly expect 
Him to do very much in this 
doubly-accursed city. As a matter 
of faet, we are not told of any- 
thing. particularly important 
which He did in Jericho. What er- 
rand, then, did bring Him there? 
Zacchaeus! That was the one er- 
rand of the Son of man as He 
passed through Jericho. That is His 
errand today, as He lovingly stoops 
over you right there in your pew. 
He is come to find vou. 

(2) The halt by the sycamore 
tree. Jesus is never too busy to 
stop by any man’s tree when the 
Salvation of an immortal soul is 
concerned. He will stand there, at 
the edge of your pew, till you de- 
cide to arise and follow Him. 

(3) Jesus “looked up and saw 
him.” What a strange situation. 
And yet, how often sinful man 
foolishly lifts himself into some 
sort of sycamore tree—usually it 
is the tree called pride!—thus 
making it necessary for the Most 
High to humble Himself in order 
to look up and see him! And God 
does! 

(4) Jesus calls Zacchaeus by the 
honored name the publican’s hope- 
ful but frustrated parents had or- 
iginally given him. That is just 
like my Lord. Of old, He had 
spoken to apostate Israel, plead- 
ing for their return thus: “Pre- 
pare to meet thy God, O Israel.” 
And to this day, when God calls 
a man, He invites him in love. 
Won't you answer your own name 
as Jesus stands by your sycamore 
tree and lovingly pleads with you? 

(5) Jesus orders Zacchaeus to 
come down. That is the sine qua 
non of salvation,’ God in His in- 
finite mercy does humble Himself 
for your sake, He condescends to 
stand by your sycamore tree and 
“look up” into your proud face. 
But once He does that, once He 
gains your ear, He demands that 
you come down. “For thus saith 
the high and lofty One that inhab- 
iteth eternity, whose name - is 
Holy; I dwell in the high and holy 
place, with him also that is of a 
contrite and humble spirit, to re- 
vive the spirit of the humble, and 
to revive the heart of the con- 
trite ones,” 


(6) Jesus orders Zacchaeus to 
make haste. Take your Saviour’s 
word for it, dear friend, and make 
no delay. Suppose the little man 
up in the sycamore tree had hesi- 
tated to come down immediately. 
Suppose he had said, ‘Please, sir, 


all, I never meant all this. What 
I actually sought was simply ‘to 
see you who you are.’ I must con- 
fess that your’ kindness has 
touched me very deeply. I° am 
actually considering the matter 
very seriously and I sincerely hope 
some day to decide to follow you. 
But not just now, sir! Give me 
time to think it .over!” Suppose 
Zacchaeus had said all that in- 
stead of. jumping immediately to 
the ground, head down, with his 
pockets inside out, as he actually 
did, surprising the angry Pharisees 
with his unexpected generosity? 
But Zacchaeus knew better—‘‘And 
he made haste, and he came down, 
and received him joyfully.” Will 
you not do just that today? 
behold now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation” (II Cor. 6:2). 


(7) One last thing: Jesus re- 
quests Zacchaeus’ hospitality. And 


‘so our Lord goes on record for the 


first time as~a self-invited guest! 
Is it not a thing to be wondered 
at, that Jesus passed by the homes 
of Jericho’s twelve thousand priests 
and insisted on being a guest at 
the home of Zacchaeus the publi- 
can? “Make haste and come 
down,” He said, “for today I must 
abide at thy house.’ And unless 
you have decided already to block. 
the door of your heart against 
Him, the Lord Jesus yearns for 
the privilege of inviting Himself 
into your home this very day. “‘Be- 
hold, I stand at the door, and 
knock: if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in 
to him, and will sup with him, and 
he with me.” That is exactly what 
had happened in the case of Zac- 
chaeus, for we read that he came 


down and received Him joyfully. 


Sometimes I very much wish we 
had been allowed to sit around the 
table with Jesus and Zacchaeus 
and to have listened to their table- 
talk. But that privilege has been 
denied us. At this point of the 
story the stage curtain falls, and 


our two protagonists disappear. 
We are left out in the cold to} 


wait, breathlessly, till they appear 
again, hand-in-hand, for one last 
brief scene. We feel like applaud- 
ing as the two men stand facing 
the curious crowd. “And Zac- 
chaeus stood, and said unto the 
Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of 
my goods I give to the poor; and 
if I have taken anything from 
any man by false accusation, I 
restore him fourfold.” 


In place of a_ finale we have 
these words of our Lord, spoken 
partly to Zacchaeus, His fellow 
protagonist, and partly to the 
crowd of onlookers: “This day is 
salvation come to this house, for- 
somuch as he also is a son of 
Abraham. For the Son of man ‘is 
come to seek and to save that 
which was lost.” 


Oh, Seek the Seeking 
Saviour Today! 

You have read the splendid’ser- 
mon above, preached in far-off 
Greece more than a year ago. How 
plainly Pastor Zodhiates showed to 
the sixteen hundred people pres- 
ent that Jesus, the seeking Sav- 


that any lost sinner who turns to 
Christ may have this salvation 
offered so freely! Now let the 
editor urge upon you to make the 
grand decision, to turn your heart 
away from sin and trust in Jesus 
Christ today! 


We have the plain word of Jesus 
that God loves you, that Jesus 
died for you, that everlasting life 
is given freely to those who be- 
lieve on Him. “‘For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” If you 
will trust Jesus Christ today, will 
turn to Him in your heart, this 
matter of eternal salvation and 
eternal blessing will be settled for- 
ever. In His name I beg you to do 
it. 

If you can honestly say yes to 
Jesus, that is, if you in your heart 
repent and turn to Christ depend- 
ing upon Him for salvation, will 
you sign the following decision 
form solemnly, sincerely, then 


copy it in a letter and mail it to 


there is no particular hurry. After | 


iour, came to find lost sinners and | 


the editor at once? In Jesus name, 
do it now! 

| Evangelist John R. Rice 
Editor, SworD OF THE LORD 
214 W. Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


Yes, I have read the sermon on 
“The Story of .Two Seekers.” I 
am glad that Jesus, God’s Son and 
the.Son of man, “is come to seek 
and so save that which was lost.” 
I confess that I had up to this 
time been a lost sinner. I realize 
that I need a Saviour like Jesus. 
I believe His promise that He 


wants to save me today. Theres 
fore, here and now, this moment, 
I turn my heart from my sins, I 
depend upen Jesus to forgive my 
sins and save my soul as He 
promised to do. I write this today 
to claim Him, as my Saviour. I 
will Set out to live for Him openly 
the rest of my life. Please write 
me a letter of counsel and encour- 
agement in the Christian life. 


Signed __ 


Address __ 
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